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MILITARY-POLITICAL iSSUES 


INTERNATIONAL ROLE OF SOVIET MILITARY MAN DISCUSSED 


Moscow SOVIET MILITARY REVIEW in English No ll, Nov 81 pp 39-40 


{Article by Col B. Fedoseyev: 
[Text] 


ATRIOTISM... This noble feeling expresses &@ man's 

love for his Motherland, the striving to make his coun- 
try powerful and flourishing; it expresses the readiness of 
the figh.tng men to come forward to defend it against en- 
croachments by foreign inveders. 

Socialism has raised patriotism to a new, higher level, 
having given it a nation-wide cheracter and linked it inse- 
parebly with proletarian internationalism. The Soviet peo- 
ple’s love for their native land is organically combined 
with devotion to the socialist system. It is not fortuitous 
therefore that the unity of the two words—Socialist Mother- 
land — has become inseparable for every Soviet man. 

The patriotism of the Soviet people reared by the Com- 
munist Party, was manifested with particular force during 
the Great Patriotic War (1941-45), when mortal darger 
hung over the USSR. 

inexhaustible love for the Motherland inspired the heroes 
of the Brest Fortress, the defenders of Moscow, the heroes 
of the storm of Berlin and the liberation of Pregue to fight 
and accomplish feets of arms. Komsomol member Grigory 
Kegamlyk is one of those men. Though wounded twice he 
did not leave the bettlefield and continued fighting the 
enemy. Dying the death of « hero he wrote with his blood 
the following words on his Komsomol membership cerd: 
“I'll die but will not retreat a single step. | swear it by my 
blood.” Such men could be killed with a bullet but they 
would not be conquered. 

L. |. Brezhnev in his book “Malaya Zemlya” (Small Land) 
telling about the fighting men-patriots whose consciousness 
of their duty to the Motherland suppress both the feeling 
of fear and thought of death, wrote: “What tremendous 
spirit! What an undemonstrative and inextinguishable |<.e 
for the country! What will to “efend it, not thinking of 
one’s own life for a moment!” |r is in ardent love for the 
Motherland that the sources of society's more! strength, the 


"Patriots and Internationalists”)] 


sources of the immortal feat of arms of the Soviet people, 
accomplished for the triumph of justice and socialism lie. 
The accomplishment of the noble liberation mission dur- 
ing the war was the most vivid manifestation of the Soviet 
~eople’s internationalism. Having cleared the native land 
of the invaders, the Soviet Armed Forces rendered disinte- 


: 
u 
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IN THE CONDITIONS of building a developed socislist 
society, the emergence of @ historically new sociel and 


and is filled with e new content. It is @ matter of consoli- 
dating the great patriotic feeling of the whole Soviet peo- 
ple, i. e. the nation-wide pride of the Soviet man. The So- 
viet people combine ardent love for the Socialist Mother- 
land, the desire to make it more powerful and beautiful 
with a feeling of brotherly friendship for the other socie- 
list countries, with a feeling of combat solidarity with ail 
fighters against sociel end national oppression. 

This feeling finds its particular expression in the Soviet 
Armed Forces. From the very creation of the Red Army — 
an army of a new type — its fighting men were bearers 


of patriotism and internationalism which was and is now 
one of the principles of Soviet military development di- 
rected at safeguarding the interests of the peoples of the 








Seviet Union, strengthening the country’s defence capac.ty, 
defending sociciism. At the same time socialist internationa- 
lism presupposes proletarian solidarity with all working 
people, with ‘he peoples of the countries fighting for their 
national and social liberation. Throughout the history of the 
USSR the Soviet people and its Armed Forces have re- 
peatedly proved their loyalty to their internationalist duty. 

The Report of the Central Committee to the 26th Con- 
gress reads “- part: “Whenever the interests of the .a- 
tion's security and the defence of peace require if, and 
when victims of aggression have to be helped, the Soviet 
soldier appears before the world as a disinterested and « 
courageous patriot and internationalist prepared to face 
any hardship.” 

in 1921, at the request of Mongolia, units of the Red 
Army jointly with Mongolian fighting men routed the ja- 
panese invaders and Wh.te Guard bans, helped the Mon- 
golian people to liberate their country from: the foreign in- 
vaders. In 1936-37 Soviet volunteers fough! in the ranks of 
international brigades for the freedom and independence 
of the Spanish people. in 1939 the Red Army again came 
to the assistance of fraternal Mongolia, helped to rout the 
forces of the Japanese militarists, who had invaded the 
country in the vicinity of the Khalkhin-Gol River. 


With the lormetion of the world socialist system, inter- 
nationalism, as @ principle of military development has 
become enriched with a new content. It has two aspects — 
intrastate and interstate. From the intrastate point of view 
the might of the Soviet Armed Forces is determined by ‘re 
moral and political unity of developed socialist society, by 
the unbreakable friendship of the peoples, the military and 
economic might of the USSR. The development of the Arm- 
ed Forces and recruitment ere carried out in al! Union Re- 
publics. 

The international side is manifested in the fact thet the 
Soviet Armed Forces guard the people's revolutionary 
geins jointly with the armies of the other countries of the 
socialist Community, ensure international security within the 
limits of the defensive military-politicel alliance — the 
Warsaw Treaty in which the Leninist ideas of internationa- 
lism have received further development. In organising the 
defence of socialism the Marxist-Leninist parties and go- 
vernments of the socialist countries follow such principles 
of internationalism as friendship, cooperation, mutual assis- 
tance, collective responsibility for the destinie, of socie- 
lism, equality and free will in the choice of forms of mutual 
relations and cooperation, mutual respect of national, his- 
torical and other peculiarites and observance of state so- 
vereignty. 

PATRIOTISM and internationalism are inalienable fee- 
tures of the moral make-up of the Soviet fighting man and 
are embodied in his devotion to the Motherland and to 
the whole of the socialist community. A fraternal attitude 
to the peoples of these countries is the norm of behaviour 
for the Soviet soldier. The words of Private Ye. Tkechyov, 
who served in the Group of Soviet Forces in Germany ere 


characteristic in this respect: “During the war my grand- 
father Ivan Nikitovich Tkachyov covered the war road to 
Berlin. There he was seriousiy wounded. Like many thou- 
sands of other Soviet fighting men he shed his blood for 
the future of socialist Germany. | am wery gled that the 
blood of our grandfathers and fathers was not shed in vain. 
We serviceman of the 1980's continue the great internatio- 
nalist mission of the Soviet Army. | am proud that we are 
entrusted with the honourable duty to defend the interests 
of the socialist community side by side with the servicemen 
of the Nalional People’s Army of the German Democratic 
Republic and other countries of the Warsaw Treaty Organi- 
sation.” Such is the way of thinking of a Soviet fighting 
man — 8 patriot and internationalist. 

The Soviet fighting men demonstrated many a time dur- 
ing the last decade their clear understanding of their in- 
ternationalist duty. Today, fulfilling its internationalist mis- 
sion the Soviet Union is rendering assistance to the people 
of the Dermocratic Republic of Afghanistan in defending 
the gains of the April Revolution. The Afghan people high- 
ly appreciate this help of a friendly country. Speaking at 
the 26th CPSU Congress Babrak Karmal, General Secretary 
of the Central Committee of the People’s Democratic Party 
of Afghanistan and Chairman of the Revolutionary Council, 
said: “Were it not for the help provided by the great So- 
viet Union to heroic Afghanistan, today there would de no 
revolutionary, free, independent and non-aligned Afgha- 
nistan. Our patriotic and internationalist party and the peo- 
ple of Afghanistan will never forget this brotherly help.” 

EDUCATION of the Soviet people in the spirit of patrio- 
tism and socialist internationalism has always been the main 
concern of the Communist Party. Today it has acquired 
particular actuality because the contemporary stage of so- 
cia! development is characterised by a further sharpening 
of the ideological struggle between socialism and capite- 
lism. In this struggle the firmness and unshaekableness of the 
Soviet man's class position, his political maturity, his rea- 
diness to prove his patriotism by actions, his loyalty to his 
internationalist duty are tried and tested. 

Bourgeois ideolgists, revisionists of all shades and co- 
lours and the Maoists distor! the essence of proletarian 
internatioralism, trying to oppose it to patriotism, gambling 
on the national feelings of the peoples, spreading and 
cultivating cheuvinistic sentiments. They strive to deprive 
socialist patriotism and proletarian § internationalism of 
their class Marxist-Leninist essence. The purpose of all! 
these exertions is to hinder by any means the victorious 
march of Marxism-Leninism and proletarian internationalism 
over the globe and to justify ideologically the reactionary 
policy of imperialism and the selfish interests of the bour- 
geoisie. 

But no subterfuges of bourgeois propaganda, no refined 
use of lies and slander, pseudo-scientific insinustions or 
outright falsifications can distort the truth. 

And the truth consists in the indivisibility of the national 
and internationa! tasks of the liberation struggle, the natio- 
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na! end international responsibility of the participants in this 
struggle, in dislectical unity of patriotism and proletarian 
internationalism. The intrigues of bourgeois propegenda, 
attempts to accuse the Soviet Union of international ier- 
rorism, if one bears in mind the help the USSR renders to 
the countries fighting for their sociel and ecor.omic eman- 
cipation, cannot distori thy historical truth ebout unity of 
patrotism and internationelism. The correctness of this pro- 
position, advanced by V. L Lenin in his day, has been 
proved by the entire course of historical development, hy 
the great gains of rea! socislism and of the international 
working cis and national-liberation movements. 


"Soviet Military Review” No ll, 1981 








ARMED FORCES 


“ZAPAD 81" MILITARY TRAINING EXERCISE 

Exercise Scenario 
Moscow ZNAMENOSETS in Russian No 10, Oct 81 (signed to press 23 Sep 81) p 3 
[Article by Col G. Kuvitanov: " A Test of Combat Maturity” ] 


[Text] For several September days and nights the fierce battles of troops and naval 
forces taking part in the “Zapad 81" exercise filled the air in Belorussia, the Baltic 
Sea and the area around it. The exercise was directed by Marshal of the Soviet Union 
D.F. Ustinov, USSR minister of defense. 


The interesting thing is that the exercise took place in territory where fierce battles 
of the concluding phase of the Great Patriotic War were fought, battles in which the 
valorous Red Army exhibited extreme courage and heroism as it freed the homeland of 
the fascist invaders. The largest offensive operation--Bagration--was skilfully con- 
cluded there in the year 1944, In that operation cur forces routed almost 70 enemy 
formations, totally destroying 20 of then. 


The Guards Motorized Rifle Rogachev, Red Banner, Orders of Suvorov and Kutuzov Divi- 
sion imeni Supreme Soviet of the Belorussian SSR made an important contribution to 

the success of the Bagration Operation. This formation protected Stalingrad and took 
part in the battle for Orel, and then in the liberation of hundred: cf Belorussian 
communities. Five of the division's fightingmen were awarded the title Hero of the 
Sevaet Union for their heroic feats in Belorussia. And now, decades later, in the 
“Zapad 81" exercise, the Rogachev fighters--sons and grandsons of the frontline heros-- 
traveled the routes of combat glory covered by the older generation of the Soviet 
Nation's defenders. 


Guardsmen of another famed formation--the Motorized Rifle Proletaiian Moscow-Minsk, 
Order of Lenin, twice Red Banner, Orders of Suvorov and Kutuzov Division--fought brave- 
ly on the fiery roads of war, shoulder to shoulder with the Rogachev Red Banner Divi- 
sion. Its combat history is a brilliant attestation of loyalty to the homeland of 
Great October by its members. The division took part in defensive battles in the area 
of Orsha and near Yel'nya and defended the walls of Moscow to the death. The guards- 
men carried the fighting colors of the Moscow-Minsk Guards with honor in the campaign 
to the west. They participated in the Orel-Kursk battle, liberated Orsha, Borisov 

and the Belorussian capital, Minsk, forced the Berezina and the Neman and stormed 
Konigsberg. 





The oldest formation in the Armed Forces was also a participant in the Zapad 81 exer- 
cise. Emulating the frontline heros, the young zuardsmen made a great effort to con- 
tinue and increase the comat traditions, to justify the high rating given the Soviet 
fightingmen at the 26th CPSU Congress. 


The populations of Belorussia, Latvia, Lithuania and Kaliningradskaya Oblast--workers, 
kolkhoz workers, the intelligentsia, war and labor veterans--greeted the army and navy 
representatives with warmth and sincerity. “Glory to the Soviet Army!", “The People 
And the Army Are United!"--these and other posters bearing words of greeting and good 
Wishes decorated literally every settlement, every village in the areas in which the 
exercise took place. Commanders, political workers, party and Komsomol activists 
took advantage of their visit to that heroic land to indoctrinate the fightingmen in 
the revolutionary combat and labor traditions of the people, the Communist Party and 
the Armed Forces. 


“The past triggered an alarm in our hearts,” said Guards Private Dato Kantariya, mor- 
tarman with excellent ratings in the combat and political training. “It was like an 
additional supply of ammunition permittin:s us to fulfill the difficult and important 
tasks involved in the exercise. We shall perform as though in actua! combat, follow- 
ing the example of the heroic frontline soldiers.” 


fato kept his word. From the first to the last day of the exercise he was invariably 
sut front, inspiring his colleagues with his example to fulfill their military duty 
selflessly. Properly assessing the soldier's diligence, the commander sent a letter 
of gratitude to the guardsman's home. One can imagine how happy this good report made 
the soldier's mother, Nargiza Umayevna, delezate to the 26th CPSU Congress, and the 
feeling she had when she thought of her younger relative, war veteran Hero of the 
Soviet Union Meliton Kantariya, who, together with Mikhail Yegorov, raised the Banner 
of Victory over the Reichstag in the spring of 45.... 


»+-The battle was started by the “Northern” forces. Delivering a powerful strike with 
artillery and aircraft, they switched to a determined offensive. The flood of steel 
Washed in over a broad front. The brunt of the attack was taken by tankmen of the 
regiment with a roster including in perpetuity the name of Hero of the Soviet Union 
juards Lieutenant Pavel Rak. The evening before L.I. Brezhnev's book “Malaya zemlya” 
had been discussed in all the subunits. “any tankmen recalled how Guards Sex:geant 

5. Gorbachev, Komsomol activist and commander of the Crew imena Hero of the Soviet 
Union P. Rak, directed the attention of his colleagues to that spot in the book at 
which Leonid Il'ich discusses the impwrtance of initiative in combat. “Things do not 
always go according to plan in a war,” Sergey quoted from memory. “The battles fre- 
quently develop not quite like and sometines, quite unlike, they have been drawn up 
on the maps at headquarters. And then, tie valor, devotion and initiative of each 
commander and political worker, each sold er and sailor become truly invaluable.” 


eeeThe regiment offensive was developing -uccessfully. A diversionary attack under- 
taken by Senior Lieutenant f. KMueabarin’s junit away from the axis of the main thrust 
had a great deal to do with tuis. The cr 's acceptea the full fire of the defenders. 
They did not flinch, however, but inflict « perceptible losses upon the “enemy.” Se- 
nior Lieutenant Khabarin was “put out of action.” He was immediately replaced by 
;uards Senior Lieutenant A. Korol’. And then the regiment made its powerful attack 
on the main axis. Advancing behind the bursting shells from their own artillery, 





the tankmen penetrated the “enemy's” defense to the left of the diversionary attac« 
and joined in battle in the depth. The Crew imeni Hero of *he Soviet Union P. Rak 
performed masterfully. 


We should also give due credit to the “Southern” forces for their active and deter- 
mined performance. They defended skilfully. Powerful fire from antitank weapons, 
helicopter attacks, counterattacks from advantageous positions, antitank ditches 
created by blasting--this is far from all the techniques used by the “Southern” forces 
to frustrate the attackers’ plan. Despite this, the “Northern” forces’ superiority 
in personnel and equipment was apparent. Developing the offensive on a broad front, 
they drove the defenders back beyond the Western Dvina and then made a forceful as- 
sault crossing themselves. 


An airborne group Was dropped into the rear of the “Southern” forces. Its objective 
was to capture and destroy the command post and nuclear weapons and to help the “North- 
ern” forces to route approaching “Southern” reserves. The attack from the sky was un- 
expected. The landing operation was carried out within an extreruly short period of 
time and over a relatively small area. 


Guards Junior Sergeant A. Uporov and Guards Private L. Manokha demonstrated great 
self-control, restraint and mutual assistance during the attack from the sky. Ina 
critical situation in which their parachute canopies came together and deflated, Pri- 
vate Manokha inflated his reserve parachute at Junion Sergeant Uporov's command, and 
the airborne troops landed safely with it. Marshal of the Soviet Union D.F. Ustinov, 
who observed the bold and resolute actions in the air, expressed gratitude to the 
courageous fightingmen and rewarded them with valuable gifts. 


The exercise by troops and naval forces was well organized and instructive. The per- 
sonnel on both sides demonstrated an improved level of operational and tactical train- 
ing on the part of the staffs and good field, air and naval training. All of the ob- 
jectives set for the exercise were achieved totally and well. 


The “Zapad 81" exercise ended with a field review, at which Marshal of the Soviet 
Union D.F. Ustinov, member of the Politburo of the CPSU Central Committee and USSR 
minister of defense, delivered a speech. The review was a brilliant demonstration 

of the strength of the Soviet Armed Forces and of their infinite love for and devotion 
to the homeland, the party and all the Soviet people. Fightingmen of all branches of 
troops and all combat specialties reported to the homeland: “We eerve the Soviet Union 
as the great Lenin commanded, as our party orders! We are prepared to fulfill any 
order from the homeland”! 
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Motorized Rifle Company Action 
Moscow ZNAMENOSETS in Russian No 10, Oct 81 (signed to press 23 Sep 81) p 5 


| Articie by Lt Col V. Popkov: “Skill, Determination, Mutual Rescue” | 


[Text] The wide asphalt highway along which the forces were de- 
ployed stretched through almost all of Poles'ye. General I.N. 
Russiyanov’s 100th Division, subsequently renamed the ist Guards 
Division, engaged in fierce battles with fascist armored units 





there at the beginning of the Great Patriotic War. Red-starrmu 
vehicles of the 6th Guards Army moved westward through Poles'ye 
on that road in 1944, liberating the villages and cities from 
the Hitlerite invaders. 


Today, what was the frontline road for the fathers was a train- 

ing route for the sons. But only for a few days. During those 

days the complex tactical situa:ion made to approach actual conm- 
bat to the maximum possible degree demanded profound knowledge, 

courage, determination and iniciative of the fightingmen. 


The Guards motorized rifle company commanded by Guards Senior Lieutenant A.Serdyukov 
was one of the first to reach the designated site. Preparations were being completed 
for a determined storming of the strongpoint of the “Scuthern™ forces, which had strad- 
dled the main settlement. 


The guardsmen already knew that the company would attack on the main axis. They were 
proud of this and were making every effort to justify the trust placed in them by con- 
mand. They had a good foundation for achieving success. Actively participating in 
socialist competition during the year of the 26th party congress, the company’s per- 
sonnel had been successfully fulfilling their training plans and their commitments. 
very second soldier had become an expert in the combat and political training, and 
every third soldier was a rated specialist. 


Rightfully considered the right-flank participants, the company’s fightingmen had ac- 
cepted the appeal to all the soldiers in their Guards Rogachev Red Banner, Orders of 
Suvorov and Kutuzov Division imeni Supreme Soviet of the Belorussian SSR. “Skill, 
initiative, steadfastness and determination,” it stated, “will be our contribution to 
the fulfillment of socialist commitments and our response to the historic decisions 
coming out of the 26th CPSU Congress.” 


«+. he bombardment had been intensifying. Fighter-bombers passed over with a pierc- 

ing scrvam, and combat helicopters zoomed down, pair after pair, diving at the near- 

by grove of small trees. The hollow sound of artillery fire could be heard from some- 
where in the background. Shells of all calibers passea directly overhead. A solid 

wall of blasts shot the earth into the air ahead, over the entire front of the attack.... 


We had a clear view of the tanks and combat infantry vehicles as they burst out of 

the woods at maximum speed and swiftly deployed into battle formation. The attack was 
coordinated and vigorous. Tue armored vehicles would now roll down hill, now ciimb up 
again and then suddenly list sharply to the side. Tt was nct easy to attack on a field 
broken up with bogs, the crust heaved up in places and pockmarked with craters. 


The company commander's tactically competent decision and the comprehensive employment 
of the weapons assured a rapid rate of advance. Even before the attack began the 
scouts/observers had discovered that the “enemy” had deployed the antitank weapons 
mainly on the right flank of the strongpoint, there where the terrain was most con- 
venient for a tank attack. The strike was concentrated on this sector during the fire 
preparation for the attack. The fire was accurate, since the artillery and the PTUR 
jantitank guided rockets |, as Well as the tanks brought up to fire with direct laying, 
were firing at well reconncitered targets. As a result, the “enemy” suffered such ex- 
tensive losses that the strongest element in its defense became its most vulnerable. 











With the beginning of the attack the artillery battery and supporting motorized rifle- 
men switched their fire to the left flank of the “enemy‘’s” strongpoint, preventing the 
“enemy” from transferring the weapons left intact to the threatened sector. 


Minefields held up the maneuvering for a certain period of time, forcing the crews to 
drive the combat vehicles through narrow passages. Naturally, the “enemy” took ad- 
vantage of this. Its revitalized antitank weapons struck at the tanks. The motorized 
riflemen rushed to their rescue. Gunners/operators Guards Privates First Class S. 
Gabrus and 1. Kapustin, Guards Private T. Abdulayev and their comrades skilfully de- 
stroyed the well-camouflazed small targets, which posed a threat to the tankmen. 


The armored vehicles presented a single advancing wave over the entire expanse of the 
battlefield. In each of them sat men who were masters of the equipment. Behind these 
fellows were many days and nights of intense training at the firing range and the tank 
training ground. And now the skill and expertise acquired by the fightingmen were be- 
ing measured with the rigid yardstick of combat. 


The strength of a combat infantry vehicle lies in its maneuverability and its arm- 
ment. It is not a simple matter to cembine fire with motion, however. For this rea- 
son it was all the more gratifying to see that there were no lagging vehicies in the 
combat line of the attackers. The guardsmen made skilfull use of the contours of the 
land, combined fire and movement, interacted closely with the tankmen and made skil- 
ful use of the artillery fire and air strikes. 


Persistence in achieving the tasks set for the combat training and a great sense of 
responsibility to the homeland made yesterday's workers, kolkhoz workers and students 
real fightingmen, determined, bold, with stamina and a good knowledge of the weapons 
and capable of successfully conducting modern combat. The squadrons of Guards Senior 
Sergeants V. Vil'gush, S. Kartelev and I. Krivel'skiy, as well as the tank crews under 
Guards Senior Sergeant Ya. Benyashevich and Guards Sergeants K. Man‘ko, A. Okolot and 
V. Sadovskiy, interacting with the motorized riflemen, engaged in active reconnaissance. 
The guardsmen demonstrated how to destroy targets with the first launching, the first 
shell, the first round. 


The publicizing of the frontline fighters’ experience contributed greatly to the in- 
provement of the fightingmen's tactical fire training. Socialist competition for ex- 
emplary fulfillment of the combat training tasks was launched in the squads, crews 
and teams. The very best would earn the right to perform firing exercises for Hero 
of the Soviet Union Petr Tikhonovich Ponomarev. 


The powerful and technically well equipped “enemy” offered stiff resistance. The com- 
plex situation produced the most unexpected tactical fire tasks for the attackers, and 
they had to be performed extremely rapidly. 


A tense situation developed during the repelling of the counterattack. Taking cover 
in a ravine, a column of “enemy” tanks and antitank guided rockets reached the flank 
of the motorized riflemen and deployed for an attack. The tankmen took up positions 
in recesses in the ground and concentrated volley fire upon the counterattackers. A 
maneuver by the motorized riflemen, who took advantage of the fire support provided 
by the tankmen and continued the attack with two platoons against the strongpoint 
across a sector difficult to negotiate, also played a part. The “enemy's” battle 








formation was broken up. Losing the initiative, it was forced to Withdraw. The swift 
actions of the combat infantry vehicles, combined with powerful tank and artillery 
“ire focused on the dangerous sector at the proper moment, reinforced the success of 
the attack. 


seek high-speed modern tattle. The roar of shots died down. The grey dust settled. 
Penetrating autumn Silence hovered over the field. The only sound was the terse re- 
ports which the company commanders continued to send through the air: 


“I have reached the line.... Continuing the attack"! 
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[Article by WO V. Usharenko: “Maneuvering, Surprise--Victory” | 


[Text] “I would like to express my gratitude to Guards Sergeant 
Krasnopol’skiy, acting platoon commander, to tank commander Guards 
Sergeant Krasnoshtan, to rechanics/drivers Guards Privates Misyura 
and Taramuradov for their skilfull performance and initiative in 


the tattle... . 


They stamd there--proud and somewhat embarrasied by the high rating 
given their military work. Once again the tense kilometers of the 
night maneuver and the high-speed attack flash through the mind of 


each man. 


++ The lead vehicle made its way steadily forward along the narrow track in the woods. 
A map will show that the route covered by the tank platoon ied through a swampy flood- 
plain, over a river bridge and up steep inclines. The darkness erased the brown con- 
tour lines and the multicolored topographic symbols on the map. It did not straighten 
out the route itself, however. The complicated path of the maneuver led to a surprise 
attack against the “enemy.” Taking skilfull advantage of the terrain, the tank pla- 
toon was to reach the rear of the defenders’ strongpoint undetected and with a simul- 
taneous attack by the subunit’s main forces, destroy the “enemy” and capture a tacti- 


cally advantageous position. 


The night was cold, as autumn nights are. Sergeant Krasnopol'skiy fastened his cover- 
alls snugly and stood in the hatch, looking ahead from beneath the interphone head- 
set pushed up onto his forehead. He had stopped the combat vehicle several times, 
jumped out into the dark abyss of the night and stamped on the suede-like moss to de- 
termine whether the unstable soil would support the tank. 


They came to a corduroy road once again, and the commander went ahead. All of the 
crew members closely watched the flickering of his flashlight. "To the right, still 
more to the right....- Move ahead!" gunner Vladimir Kolb translated the succinct light 


signals for mechanic/driver Private Misyura. 


Careful! The two pale beams from the dimmed headlights shot off into emptyness. 
There was descent ahead. How sharp was it? The incline had been very steep. 














Every minute counted. Those who were to attack from the front were waiting for the 
Sign. And Krasnopol*skiy made his decision. 


With a rumbling of its powerful engine, the first tank moved forward. The sergeant 
thought to himself: “Perhaps I ha? better take over the controls? No, that won't do. 
I'm supposed to teach and not to take over for the men"! Krasnopol‘skiy knew just 
how Misyura felt at that moment. The mechanic/driver was unquestionably excited. He 
Was an experienced specialist, however. 


The tank almost skidded down the slope, but finally off onto the course and made its 
way onto even and solid ground. Krasnoshtan and Taramuradov advanced their vehicles 
behind Misyura. : 


The site cf likely encounter with the “enemy” was growing closer and closer. A few 
more minutes, and the most important moment--the night attack--would be upon then. 
Surprise, daring, swiftness and determination would lead to victory. 


The growing hum of engines suddenly sounded from one direction. Another tank column 
was rushing toward the strongpoint. The “enemy” was apparently bringing up its re- 
serves. "If we let them through,” Krasnopol'skiy instantly appraised the situation, 
“and they join up with the first echelon, it will be far more difficult to perform 
the mission. We need to forestall the “enemy.” Receiving the "go-ahead" from the 
commander, he gave the order: 


“Into the battle! Let's attack....” 


Krasnopol'skiy assigned the missions to the crews by radio. Without reducing speed, 
the platoon formed into a battle line from the march. The silhouettes of vehicles 
were clearly visible in the infra-red weapon sights. The silence of the night was 
broken by the roar of tank guns. 


The attack on the vehicles from the flank was so unexpected that the “enemy” did not 
even have time to deploy for “combat.” 


The platoon commander then changed the battle formation and attacked the strongpoint 
from the rear. 


The night battle was crowned with success. 


Combat operations in limited visibility always entail numerous difficulties and dan- 
gers. This night maneuver was no exception. Active reconnaissance of the “enemy's” 
defense system and a careful study of the difficult sections of the route Were a guar- 
antee of its successful accomplishment. We saw the corduroy roads laid down over 
swampy floodlands along the route over which Krasnopol'skiy's platoon traveled. There 
were numerous such sections in he area. We automatically recalled the movie "The 
Liberation,” which dealt with Operation Bagration. Back then, in 1944, our forces had 
laid many kilometers of corduroy roads, which helped us to achieve the element of sur- 
prise, to conceal Our maneuvers and to carry- out attacks where the fascists did not 
expect them. 
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Today's generation of Soviet fightingmen have adopted the frontline experience. And 
the small episode in the "Zapad 51" exercise indicated that despite the great power 
of the modern Weapons and equipment, success in a battle still depends upon the men. 
The combat capabilities of the units and subunits depend upon their military skill, 
their will to win and their sense of responsibility for the socialist homeland's de- 
fensive strength, upon their psychological and physical conditioning. These are just 
the sort of qualities possessed by the tankmen, my comrades and the direct heirs of 
and continuators of the combat glory of our fathers and grandfathers. 
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(Text | At the established signal the aircraft took off from different directions on 
the runway. To keep the maneuver from being detected, the flights moved at low alti- 
tude. Upon reaching the designated area, they swiftly attacked “enemy” personnel and 
eround facilities and immedic*tely returned to the airfield. 


The success of a combat flight is determined on the ground. From the tempo of the 
tense life of an airfield one can unerringly define the situation over the battlefield. 
The aviation specialists headed by Warrant Officers Aleksey Zelenyak and Leonid Mel'nik, 
masters of combat work and communists, labored selflessly. Another flight had beer 
readied for take-off, the engines had been tested and the ammunition replenished. Re- 
fueled--and once again into battle, a battle which was becoming increasingly more 
fierce. 


The ground control station outlined the new assignment: to fly to the crossing and 
strike advancing “enemy” tank reserves. Within a matter of minutes the maps were pre- 
pared and the necessary information had been received. They would take off by flights. 
Senior Lieutenant Sergey Krylov, pilot first class, decided to take a route along the 
river to assure that they would arrive precisely on target. 


A small lake--a checkpoint on the mission--flashed beneath the wings a few minutes 
later. They would reach the target in 20 seconds or so, and this distance had to be 
covered with maximum precision in order to find the carefully camouflaged tank column 
as they flew in. Krylov knew very well that the “enemy's” air defense weapons were 
ready. Feeling out the sky with their radar, they could open fire on the aircraft at 
any moment. The senior lieutenant ordered the lead man to maneuver, thrust his own 
plane toward the ground and increased its speed. 


The pair reached the target. Without reducing their speed, the aircraft suddenly 
maneuvered and showered the tank column at the edge of the woods with fire from their 
aircraft weapons. The fiery paths of the missiles which burst forth from beneath the 
Wings led to the target. A moment later, after passing by almost at treetop-level, 
the pair again shot up into the sky and attacked the target a second time from a dif- 
ferent direction. The flames which shot up indicated that the tanks had been de- 
stroyed. 


Lieutenant Nikolay Duben’ attacked the targets with the same sort of certainty. He 
had been entrusted with the mission of flying for Boris Okrestin, a hero of the same 
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formation, who had repeated Gostello's feat in the sky over Minsk. Duben’ did an e&x- 
cellent job of getting his bearings in the difficult tactical situation, wmder con- 
ditions of powerful counteraction by "enemy" antiaircraft means. 


The swiftness of the strikes, the refinement of each piloting maneuver and the bold- 
ness of the attacks were testimony to the good flight training oi? the pilots and the 
excellent characteristics of the combat aircraft. Today's fighter-bombers are rightly 
considered to be the direct heirs of the I1-2 ground-assault aircraft, which were nick- 
named “flying tanks” during the Great Patriotic War. They flew into the very thick of 
the ground battles and cleared a road for tanks and infantry with their guns and bombs. 


The air unit which performed over the training battlefields in the present exercise 
produced 77 Heros of the Soviet Union. Seven of the pilots were awarded this great 
title twice. Fearless hawk Anatoliy Konstantinovich Nedbaylo performed 219 combat 
sortees. He led ground-attack groups to enemy positions 95 times. Anatoliy 
Yakovlevich Brandys, a fighter in the same formation, set a remarkable example of 
courage and heroism. In September of 1944, as the leader of < flight of six I1-2s, 
he spent 20 minutes over enemy positions. Despite powerful enemy counteraction, he 
made five approaches to the target. Dropping to low-level flight, he shelled fascist 
equipment and personnel almost point-blank. 


The war ended almost 40 years ago. The new generation of airmen have adopted the 
combat techniques and the tactics of the heros of those battles, however. Creatively 
adopting the experience of the frontline soldiers, the pilots are learning the con- 
plicated science of gaining victory in the peacetime skies of the homeland. 
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Naval Infantry Amphibious Attack 
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| Article by Maj V. Litovkin, twice Red Banner Baltic Fleet: “In an Attacking Chain” | 


[Text] From there, from the 'tweendeck where the landing force was positioned near 
the combat equipment, neither the sea nor the coast was visible. The movement of the 
hydroplane, flying swift as a bird over the water, was barely felt. Guards Warrant 
Officer M. Martynenko, secretary of the naval infantry battalion’s Komsomol committee, 
mentally visualized the sandy strip toward which they were being borne at a speed of 
more than 100 kilometers per hour and the “enemy” which they would have to drive back 
from the positions it occupied. 


The “enemy” Was Well prepared, was in no way inferior. That side would win, however, 
which had the greatest skill, the best organization and was the sharpest.... 


Mikhail had the feeling that the landing signal would soon be given, and he decided 
to take one more Walk among his comrades, to talk wit: them and if necessary, to en- 
courage them and orient them toward success. 


Guards Warrant Officer S. Chuguyev sat next to the ramp from which they would have 
to jump ashore, his back propped against the bulkhead and his eyes half-closed. 


Martynenko touched him on the shoulder and said: 


12 











“Are you worricd”? 
Chuguyev turned his head toward the warra~t officer and answered with a smile: 


"A little bit." 


In the waiting area the evening before, after the tanks and armored personnel carriers 
hac been loaded aboard the ships, the company sergeant major’s comrades had accepted 
him into the Komsomol. The coals of the campfire glowed in the twilight and the waves 
rolled onto the shore. Sergey Chuguyev, who would replace the incapacitated chief 

of the landing crew the next day and would have to perform in combat for the first 
time in this new role, turned to the naval infantryman and told him with emotion in 
his voice: 


“Thank you for your trust. I shall try to justify it....” 
Martynenko remembered those words well. 


"I think that everything is going to be okay,” he patted Sergey on the hand in a ges- 
ture of encouragement. 


They talked a while longer and after the secretary was sure that the sergeant major 
Was in an aggressive and determined mood, he hurried off. 


On a tank solidly tied to the lower deck with cables Guards Sergeant S. Plotnikov, the 
crew commander, and Guards Seaman I. Krotov, mechanic/driver, were discussing something. 
It was impossible to make out their words over the rumble of the engines, but the sec- 
retary of the Komsomol committee was certain that everything was in order there. He 
recalled how, several weeks previously, the crew members had driven the vehicle over 

a swamp, Which no one had crossed before, suddenly attacked the “enemy,” which was not 
expecting them from that direction, and destroyed all of the targets with the first 
shot, with the first round. 


“The tankmen will not let us down,” Martynenko thought with a feeling of warmth toward 
them and approached a group of young sailors standing near an armored personnel carrier. 


The secretary was especially concerned about the new men. Problems encountered in 
shaping them up Were discussed at many committee meetings. Een on the eve of the ex- 
ercise, the activists had worked hard to help the youth to pass the test of combat in 
a worthy manner. 


The best specialists in the battalion--tank commanders Guards Sergeants 5. Plotnikov 
and S. Shubenko, mechanics/drivers Guards Seamen 1. Krotov and A. Shovchenko, scout 
Guards Senior Seaman A. Kopeyka, machine gunner Guards Seaman I. Vintovshchik and 
Signalman Guards Sergeant B. Turillo--had told them about their experience in working 
with the combat equipment. The fire and special training greups flung open their doors 
to the young members. And Guards Warrant Officer Martynenko himself, secretary of the 
Komsomol committee and candidate master of sports in unarmed combat, directed the wrest- 
ling and karate section mostly made up of new men. 


He received considerable assistance from one of the young fightingmen, Guards Seaman 
A. Zhukauskas, who, prior to his induction into the navy, had engaged in karate at the 
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Vilnius club and held a yellow belt. Artur himself, however, did not have the stamina 
or the ability to run the multi-kilometer distances which are required in the naval in- 
fantry. And in his spare time Martynenko worked with the fightingman. Cross-country 
races and weight lifting had become an indispensable activity for them. The training 
Sessions became especially intense prior to exercises. 


Mikhail took a close look at the young naval infantrymen and noticed an unhealthy pale- 
ness on the faces of some. “Probably motion sickness,” he guessed. While drifting in 
the waiting zone there had been a slight turbulence and the waves had raised and low- 
ered the ship for some time. Some of the men were not accustomed to this, and not all 
of them passed the test. 


“That’s alright. We will take care of that right away,” the secretary thought to hin- 
self with a smile. He then said aloud: 


“Come and get it, fellows. We've been issued some seagoing emergency rations.” 
He held out to the naval infantrymen some mint candies he had picked up back on shore. 


The first to reach for them was Artur Zhukauskas, followed by all the others. The sai- 
lors livened up and began to smile. 


"You should read us something, Comrade Guards Warrant Officer,” requested one of the 
members of the landing group. “Yesterday you told us about the naval infantry tradi- 
tions. You do that well....” 


“Read you something?” Martynenko asked, and then took a thin paperback out of his map 
case, Opened it and began to read: 


“The land was on fire, the rocks emitted smoke and concrete shattered, but the men, 
loyal to their oath, did not budge from that land. Companies held back the onslaught 
of battalions, and battalions smashed regiments. Machine-gun barrels became red-hot. 
Wounded men pushed aside medics, threw themselves holding grenades against tanks or 
entered into hand-to-hand combat with gun butts and knives. And it seemed there was 
no end to the battle....” 


The secretary noticed how carefully the young fightingmen were listening to him read 
from L.I. Brezhnev's “Malaya zemlya,” the most popular book in the landing forces, and 
continued to read. 


«+The rumble of the engines stopped for a moment, and the infantrymer soon felt the 
bottom of the ship settle smoothly onto the sandy shore. The motors of the combat ve- 
hicles roared to life, and a strip of gray sky showed through a slit above the landing 
ramp. It rapidly spread, opening up an enormous panorama of coastline filled with the 
thunder of bursting shells, bristling with fire and covered by a thin film of fog. 
Guards Warrant Officer Martynenko took his place alongside Chuguyev and Zhukauskas in 
the first row of the landing force and unsnapped his pistol holster. The landing ramp 
had barely touched ground, when he heard the commander's order--sharp like a shot: 


"To the attack! Forward"! 


And he rushed onto the beach with a yell of “Hurrah”! 
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juard: Warrant Officer Martynenko fired the pistol on the run, dropped grerades into 
ditches occupied by the “enemy,” entered boldly into hand-to-hand combat and threw the 
defenders to the ground with chops and holds on the hands and legs. He could see out 
of the corner of his eye the bold and determined actions of Guards Seaman Zhukauskas 
and the skilfull way in which Guards Warrant Officer Chuguyev was directing the land- 
ing group's training battle. His heart filled with joy: He had chosen the right place 
in the attacking chain. And he became confident that they would win this battle and 
accomplish the combat mission for the exercise. 


PHOTO CAPTIONS 
1. p ©& Guards Warrant Officer Mikhail Martynenko. 
2. p 8 A hydroplane leaves on a combat mission. 


3. pY. A naval landing. 
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toamatl” Guards Sgt A. Monin, deputy secretary of the Komsomol committee: "We Have 
Contact ! 


Text] “This might be a good place...” Guards Senior Lieutenant I. Zyuzin said with- 
out finishing the sentence, opened the cab door slightly and looked at the driver. 
The latter understood the commander without hearing the rest and stopped the vehicle. 
The officer jumped lightly from the footboard, and the accumulation of evergreen nee- 
Ales built up over a period of many years sank with a springiness beneath his feet. 


The forest glade on the steep slope of the small hill was covered with mounds of moss. 
The site seemed to be a good place for putting up the rauio stations. As usual, how- 
ever, Giards Senior Lieutenant Zyuzin was picky about such things. He looked around 
and th n looked around again: What if there should be a high-voltage line nearby? Or 
something else +o cause interference? And it was not until he had inspected the en- 
tire area “inch by inch,” as they say, that he gave the order: 


"Set up the radio stations”! 


And the work went into full swing. The time passed rapidly, and the guardsmen did not 
even notice it growing dark. 


I could tell my comrades in the dark by habit. Here Guards Sergeant Aleksandr Goryachev, 
chief of the radio station, together with Guards Private Vasiliy Kuz'min, driver/ 
electrician, were readying the feeders, stays, rings and ground connections, And Guards 
Private First Class Robert Voronkov, radio-relay technician, immediately secured the an- 
tenna head, connected the oscillators and tightened the guy wires. 


The crew of first-class specialists performed their duties efficiently. It was not dif- 
ficult to see that months of determined work lay behind this everyday performance, 
however. 











Now the antennas had been raised. 


At that moment a small portable engine off to the side “came to life.” Vasiliy 
Kuz'min had completed his job. The bright check light in the operator's compartment 
Came on, and Guards Sergeant Goryachev began tuning the set. 


This is not a simple operation, and it requires great expertise. Although every tog- 
gle switch and knob are usually in the right position, their setting still has to be 
checked: One inept motion can reduce the efforts of the entire crew to naught. 


The station chief operated rapidly and unerringly. His men had not had *ime to throw 
up the camouflage net and camouflage the vehicle with makeshift materials, when Goryachev 
heard his target's reply through the crackling of the airways. His crew was one of the 
first to establish contact. And they bettered the norm in doing so. 





Many of the subunit members feel good-natured envy toward Goryachev. There has never 
been a time when his crew has received a rating of less than “excellent.” And Aleksandr 
does not appear to be excited. It only seems tnat way, however--he is simply concen- 
trating. 


Goryachev's crew completed its work. Would they take a rest? No, they needed to help 
their comrades. The chief remained in the operator's compartment, while Voronkov and 
Kuz'min hurried over to the station of Guards Sergeant Aleksandr Levkovich. The radio- 
relay technician on his crew--Guards Junior Sergeant Vaieriy Zarayskiy--had arrived 
quite recently from a training subunit and had not acquired much practical skill. He 
therefore needed help. 


Yes, the fightingmen have a sense of military comradeship. The subunit members re- 
call how difficult it was for Guards Private Kuz'min to learn the soldier's science 
at first. His colleagues did not neglect him, however. Guards Private Sergey 
Aleksandrov assumed sponsorship over him. And the result? It was not long before the 
soldier was performing with confidence and had achieved significant success in his 
service. 


Guards Sergeant Levkovich's crew soon established contact as well--with precision and 
in good time. The mission was accomp] ished. 


Alert duty began for the signalmene Guards Sergeants Goryachev and Levkovich, Guards 
Junior Sergeant Zarayskiy and Guards Private First Class Voronkov took turns manning 
the equipment. The work went on day and night, and the tension was great. They m‘n- 
tained uninterrupted contact, however. 


The fightingmen were working the second day without letup. What did those days mean, 
however, compared with the days when frequent flashes from explosions would turn night 
into day, kicking up the ground, and Soviet soldiers~--those who were achieving the 
Victory--rose up full-height to meet tne enemy!? 


Prior to the exercise Officer P. Kosmynin, the political worker, told about one of 
them--Guards Private Matvey Putilov--a member of our own formation. 


The officer told about Putilov in such a way that those listening to him had a graph- 
ic picture of events almost 40 years old. The fightingmen could see burning 
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Stalingrad and signalman Putilov, who secured contact between the artiller; regiment 

and the division command post. The soldier performed his combat mission at the cost 

of his own life. His comrades found him after the battle. Matvey Putilov lay on the 
edge of a crater, his teeth tightly clamping together the ends of the joined commni- 
cation line. 


The political worker switched smoothly to the present work of the military signalren 
and called upon them to emulate the frontline heros, to add to their combat glory with 
Successes in the military work. 


Guards Sergeant Aleksandr Goryachev's grandfather--a frontline fighter and retired m- 
jor--also told him about the heros of past battles. He would invariably finish by 
Saying: “Those were men of steel"! Aleksandr would repeat to himself: “men of steel"! 
Ard he wanted to be one himself. He wanted his subordinates to be such en. 


The door of the operator's compartment opened silently. And the pale, drawn face of 
Robert Voronkov immediately appeared behind the blackout blind. 


The private first class rose: 
“Comrade Guards Sergeant....” 
"Keep your seat. Go ahead and work. Have you been working hard"? 


He did not really need to ask that question. It was enough to look at the soldier to 
See that he was at his limit. He was tired. 


"You take a rest, Voronkov. I can take over here.” 
No, I*m not tired....” 


Who among us would be unable to understand the private first class? Who could not 
respond to his desire to finish the job he had begun, to believe in himself, to avoid 
looking weak in his commander's eyes? Goryachev understood the feelings of his man 
and permitted him to continue his duty. 


««eThe hollow-sounding bombardment in the training battle reached them from somewhere 
quite near. The antennas listened keenly to the din. In the »perator's compartment 
there was the hum of an operating station. They had contact! Stable communication! 
And it could not be otherwise, because there was another kind of communication as 
well--communication between the generations. 
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Article by Guards Junior Sergeant V. Mironov, secretary of the battery Komsomol or- 
ganization: "A Missile Shield Over the Crossing” | 


[Text] It was growing light. The Sunny cloudless morning brought more problems for 
us antiaircraft missilemen than had the kilometers traveled during the night. The 
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day promised to be warm. It would be twice as hot at the crossing. And We were rush- 
ing there, to the crossing, with surface-to-air missiles which were to cover the 
tanks anc motorized riflemen in the area of the forced crossing. 


The combat vehicle began hitting large bumps--then more and more Of them. Guards Ju- 
nior Sergeant Anatoliy Kametov realized that the column “ad come to open country. 

They would now have to wait for the command “Into battle '! The order could come at 
any time. The most difficult part of occupying a position is to range the launcher, 
to take up one’s place in the battle order rapidly and unerringly and to strictly min- 
tain the prescribed direction. 


The established signal sounded in the headset earphones. “It has started,” Kametov 
said to himself and gave the necessary instructions to Guards Private First Class G. 
Gazoryan, mechanic/driver, and Guards Private V. Greben'kov, operator. 





“We have a target”! 
"A single target, approaching range with interference...,” Greben*kov reported. 


The moment had come when everything ceases to exist for Greben*kov excep*. for the pan- 
el with the familiar dials and buttons, except for the quivering signals reflected on 
the screen. 


The target suddenly altered its speed. “The beginning of a maneuver,” Greben'kov de- 
cided. “A target usually changes speed when it dives.” It is the antiaircraft mis- 
Sileman's task not to miss the moment at which the target begins to deviate from its 
course. 


The operator reacted rapidly to all changes in the situation. The target was clearly 
visible on the screen. From that moment the aircraft was locked in. 


“Launch”! 


An awesome missle shot up to intercept the “enemy.” 
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| Article by Sr Lt V. Yakovlev: “Route Clearer on the Route” ] 


\Text] It was warm and cozy in the spacious tent. The quiet time had arrived. The 
fightingmen were cleaning up after having successfully completed their mission. They 


could see through the open side of the tent the route clearer camouflaged with the 
branches of coniferous trees. 


This was the same vehicle which had given Sergeant Nikolay Abramov and Private Ivan 
Torukhov so much trouble. They could smile about it now. But the night before.... 


The subunit had been assigned an important mission--to clear a cross-country route 


through swampy and wooded terrain, making it possible for the tankmen and motorized 
riflemen to advance rapidly. 
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The crews of the engineer vehicles took their places. The command was given. The 
Steel giants were picking up speed as they disappeared behind a bend in the forest 
road, 


During the march, however, Sergeant Abramov’s route clearer suddenly came to a halt. 
The situation could not have been worse. 


Officer N. Zav'yalov, a veteran specialist, helped the crew rapidly to pinpoint the 
cause of the malfunction--the clutch had gone out. 


“Our fighting is over,” the mechanic/driver pronounced in a crushed tone. 
The officer looked worriedly at his watch and then back at the vehicle crew. 


"It's going to be hard work for just the two of you,” he said. “And then to repair 
this kind of breakdown here in the field without any sort of equipment... There is 
no other way, though.” 


The officer's eyes met those of Sergeant Abramov. He had obviously made his decision, 
and he said: 


“Get started on the repair. I can't give you anyone to help right now, though.” 
He said nothing for a moment and then added: 


“Do your best, comrades. I know that it will not be easy, but we have todo it. A 
road patrol will be along later.” 


The vehicle was towed into a nearby woods and camouflaged, and the specialists set to 
work. As luck would have it, a steady rain set in. The wet wrenches were slippery to 
hold. They slipped off the bolts, and the specialists’ fingers were rubbed raw.... 


Private Torukhov sat down for a rest on a small moss-covered stump. He was disappoint- 
ed. What an absurd situation. This was an unusual breakdown, and as Captain Zav'yalov 
had said, it was through no fault of the mechanic/driver. Everything seemed to be go- 
ing along normally, and then... this breakdown. 


Sergeant Abramov brought him out of his thoughts: 

"This would have to happen. The exercise will be over while we sit here.” 

"Yes, it couldn't be worse,” the soldier agreed. "Right now the harvest is underway 
in Kazakhstan. I turned my tractor over to another fellow. It was a brand-new trac- 
tor. I wonder what kind of condition it's in now,” 


"Don't regret anything, Torukhov. When you get out of the army they'll give you the 
very best tractor there is.” 


“After the army, that will be child's play, Comrade Sergeant. You become a good spe- 
cialist in 2 years.” 
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Although they spoke in cheerful voices, it was apparent that they were both tired. 
Their hands were covered with scratches. The top halves of their coveralls were 
soaked and no longer protected them against the gusts of wind or the slanting sheets 
of rain. 


It was the middle of the night before they completed the repair. It remained only to 
See that everything worked, when Torukhov and Abramov heard the noise of the approach- 
ing road patrol. 


Warrant Officer V.Trigub walked around the route clearer with disbelief. He had seen 
many things in his service career but he could not conceat his amazement at this: 
They had performed such a difficult repair job within such a short time! 


The warrant officer then looked at the faces of Abramov and Torukhov, tired but bright 
with happiness, and said with warmth: 


“Thank you for performing the job, comrades.” 


«eel left the subunit to the powerful clasps of Nikolay and Ivan's toil-worn working 
hands, which still smelled of diesel oil. I thought abovt the strong and modest men 
with whom circumstances had brought me into contact. They were strong not only in 
muscle, but in spirit as well, in their understanding of our army laws, whereby the 
individual subordinates himself entirely to the brief phrase “I must.” 


The wind brought the sound of a voice muted by distance: 
“Mechanics/drivers, report to the commander”! 


This meant that the specialists in the engineer troops would take off once more, once 
again move off to battle. And the tracks of Sergeant Abramov and Private Torukhov's 
vehicle would “roll up” more cross-country kilometers along the routes of the "Zapad 61" 
exercise. 
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Tank Unit Underwater Crossing 
Moscow ZNAMENOSETS in Russian No 10, Oct 81 (signed to press 23 Sep 81) pp 12-13 
[Article by Maj Ye. Burkun: “Fron Beneath the Water--Into Combat” | 
[Text] The order to begin the march came at dawn. The tankmen in Captain S. Yevsyukov's 
company traveled the difficult kilometers of the route and arrived at the designated 
Site at midday. 


On the lefthand side of the road stood agranite obelisk. Inscribed on it were the 
following words: 


No one asked you for glory, homeland. 
It was simply a choice for each--homeland or I. 


Slightly below that we read the following: “In June of 1942 communists V.P. Nesterov, 
A.V. Sipko, V.G. Khraptsov, B.K. Markiyanov and V.D. Levkovich formed a partisan group 
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in the area of these woods, a group which became the center of partisan leadership for 
the underground organization “Young Avengers.” And on both sides of the base were the 
names of dozens of heros who gave their life for the homeland. 


The vehicles slowed down there and the tankmen saluted. The exercise was taking place 
on land where the Soviet people copiously shed their blood during the Great Patriotic 
ear. On this land, where the combat glory of their fathers and grandf:.thers had re- 
sounded, the fightingmen were to demonstrate their skill and their ability to handle 
the powerful equipment and the modern weapons. And the tankmen in the excellent con- 
pany unanimously decided: “We shall perform in the battle as they did at the front”! 


The subunit occupied the designated area, filling the woods with the roar of engines 
and the clanking of tracks. Now there was time for a brief rest, while they waited 
for the signal. 


Senior Sergeant Anatoliy Barchuk, tank commander, loved times such as this. He could 
dream a little, think about his home, his father. When the latter had seen him off 
into the army, there had been no fancy speeches. And there was certainly no need for 
any. The future soldier would always understand the former soldicr, while they were 
bound, in addition to blood, also by their duty to the homeland. And he, Anatoliy, 
was prepared to fulfill that duty just as his father had. 


People, like trees, must have roots, after all. The ideals of the fathers are a 
source of endurance in life for the sons. It was only natural that Yuriy Alekseyevich 
3agarin, the world’s first cosmonaut, would say: “Without the legendary feats of 
Nikolay Goctello and Aleksandr Matrosov, Timur Frunze and Zoya Kosmodem yanskaya, the 
Panfilov fighters and the Komsomol-Young Guards, the Soviet artificial earth satellite, 
the world’s first, cculd not have flown into space....” 


Success did not come immediately to the former assembler from Pavlodar. Barchuk hac 
not spared himself but had trained persistently to fight in the modern manner, to win. 
Now he was the commander of one of the best crews in the unit. Amatoliy loved the dif- 
ficult specialty of the tankmen, and he ioved exercises. And he ioved just such min- 
utes as these before a battle.... 


The signal for the attack came abruptly and, as is frequently the case, unexpectedly. 
Engines roared, and the tanks advanced awesomely. Breaking down the “enemy's” forward 
defensive edge, the unit attacked. The “enemy” could not withstand the attack and 
Withdrew beyond the river. It decided to create a new defense line on the other side 
of that natural smrrier. Officer Yevsyukov’s subunit was therefore assigned the mis- 
sion of crossing the river on the bottom and developing the offensive. The fighting- 
men set about making the nececsary preparations. 


Senior Sermeant Anatoliy Sarchuk, secretary of the Komsomol organization, was pleased. 
The tankmen demonstrated enviable self-control and confidence going into the test. It 
is not at all as simple as it might appear at first glance to move along a muddy oot- 
tom in a tank with several meters of water above. Especially not for the young fight- 
ing men. 


“Are you worried?” Barchuk asked a +ankman. ° 


The latter took a close look at his colleague before answering: 
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"This is our mission, and we shall accomplish it"! 


Senior Sergeant Barchuk’s crew was the first to start across. “Forward!” resounded 
in the earphones of Sergeant G. Selyatytskiy, mechanic/driver first class. 


The steel giant started up smoothly, gathered speed and moved toward the river. It 

Was now time to shift to low gear. That was done, and now the vehicle was mcving along 
the bottom. Only darkness could be seen through the observation instrument. The me- 
chanic/driver watched the needle of the directional gyro. The tank moved smoothly, 
With no jolting. 


One by one, at equal intervals, the other combat vehicles followed it beneath the 
Water. 


One had the impression that geysers were spouting on the bottom--the water gurgled at 
the surface. 


Now a turret appeared there where a moment before there were only the brisk interweav- 
ing ripples of the current. A few seconds later, and the tank driven by Sergeant 
Selyatytskiy was already on the bank.... 


After crossing the river the tankmen continued to perform their assigned mission. 
And they successfully accomplished it. 


The sounds of battle died away. The range roads once again brought the tankmen to the 
Obelisk. In the gathering darkness Anatoliy Barchuk saw flowers on the red granite. 
The vehicles slowed, and the tankmen saluted the heros of the last war. 
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ARMED FORCES 


POLITICAL WORK IN MILITARY DISCUSSED 





Moscow SOVIET MILITARY REVIEW in English No ll, Nov 81 pp 36-38 


[Article by Maj Gen Air Force V. Korolenko: 


(Text ] 


From the very first days of its 
existence the Soviet Army was built 
as @ workers’ and peasants’ army. 
Communist convictions and a ge- 
muinely popular character are inalie- 
nabie features of the Soviet Armed 
Forces. Awareness that high prin- 
cipledness and conscientiousness are 
the main weapon of a socialist army 
logically leads to the establish- 
ment of a special machinery and 
special personne! dealing with ser- 
vicemen’s political education and 
steeling of their moral and fighting 
spirit. The political bodies of the 
Soviet Army and Navy are such e 
machinery. 


Political bodies are the CPSU’s 
leading organs in the Armed Forces. 
Their practical activity is based on 
the Party Programme and Rules, the 
resolutions of Party congresses, and 
of the CPSU Central Committee and 
the Soviet Government. Their prac- 
tical work is also organised on the 
basis of the Instructions on the Poli- 
tical Bodies, and the directives and 
orders of the USSR Minister of De- 
fence and Chief of the Main Poli- 
tical Administration of the Soviet 
Army and Navy. 





* The Revo:ationary Military Council 
was a Committee of the Commissariat 
¢ Militervy and Naval Affairs in i918-™% 
which exercised leadership of the Armed 
Forces. 


Political bodies were set up dur- 
ing the Civil War (1918-20). The 
first political departments started 
functioning in the summer of 1918. 
Simultaneously a central military- 
political body of the Red Army fook 
shape. in April 1919 the Political 
Department of the Revolutionary 
Militar; Council* of the Republic 
was formed. in May of the same 
year it was renamed the Political 
Administration of the Revolutionary 
Military Council of the Republic, le 
ter reorganised into the Political 
Administration of the Workers’ and 
Peasants’ Red Army, now the Main 
Political Administration of the Soviet 
Army and Navy. 

The Main Political Administration 
controls the political bodies, Party 
and YCL organisations, exercises 
Party influence on all aspects of 
army and navy life, enhancing the 
forces’ combat readiness and raising 
the men’s political and moral stan- 
dards. A Bureau of the Main Politi- 
cal Administration was established 
for the purpose of collectively solv- 
ing the most important questions of 
Party-political work and education 
of political workers in the spirit of 
observing Leninist norms of Party 
life and principles of Party leader- 
ship. 

There are also political administra- 
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“Political Bodies in the Armed Forces"] 


tions of the fighting services. The 
political administrations of military 
districts, groups of forces and fleets 
direct Party-political work in forma 
tions, units and on ships. Similar 


ments *s carried out by political de- 
partments. 

Considering the peculiarities of 
the organisation and the nature of 
the problems to be solved, political 
bodies in the army and navy are 
set up by the Ministry of Defence 
and the Main Political Administra- 
tion according to the system estab- 
lished by the CPSU Central Com- 
mittee. Workers of political bodies 
are appointed. 

The principal content of the po- 
litical bodies’ activity is control of 
Party organisations. The 26th CPSU 
Congress pointed out that reality 
made ever increasing demands on 
the organisational work of Party 
bodies, and this is also true of the 
Armed Forces. The necessity to im- 
orove the style and methods of !ea- 
dership of Party organisations in 
the army and navy is dictated both 
by the general laws of the USSR’'s 
advance towards communism and 
the specifics of Soviet military de- 
velopment. The influence of the 
scientific and technical revolution on 





the developmen’ of the Armed For- 
ces of the USSR and the improve- 
ment of their organisation and 
methods of combat training is con- 
stantly enhancing the role of Party- 
political work in the forces. The 
CPSU Central Committee makes it 
incumbent on the political bodies to 
conduct Party-political work among 
the personne! teking into account 
the complicated international! situe- 
tion, the changes in the organisa- 
fion and armament of the forces 
and the character of modern warfare. 


Political bodies exercise guidance 
of Party organisations on the ba- 
sis of strict observance of Lenin's 
norms of Party life and develop 
Communists’ initiative and active- 
ness in implementing the CPSU de- 
cisions and solving tasks of streng- 
thening the forces’ fighting capacity 
and combet readiness. They un- 
swervingly put into practice the po- 
licy outlined by the 26th CPsU 
Congress and directed at further en- 
hancing the Party's leading role and 
improving methods of Party leader- 
ship. 

Today there are practically no 
formations or even units consisting 
of homogeneous subunits. They serve 
different purposes, are provided 
with different combat equipment 
and solve different tasks. The pro- 
cess of instruction and Party-poli- 
tical work is organised proceeding 
from these differences. In these con- 
ditions political bodies do not con- 
fine themselves to general instruc- 
tions and directives; they carefully 
study, direct and analyse the activity 
of Party organisations, and help 
Communists in units and subunits, 
taking into account the specific re- 
quirements of every individual col- 
lective. Here is an example to illu- 
strate this. 


Every month the political depart- 
ment of tl.c Guards Motorised In- 
fantry Proletarian Moscow-Minsk 
Division draws up plans of specific 
work in two or three Party organi- 
sations. To carry out the plans offi- 
cers of the political department pay 
regular visits to subunits and con- 


duct detailed talks with comman- 
ders, political workers, Communists 
and non-Party servicemen. This helps 
them to get a deeper understanding 
of the real state of affairs, to dis- 
close the causes of shortcomings and 
take the relevant steps to eliminate 
them. Thus, in one Party organisation 
workers of the political department 
noticed that praporshchiks’ education 
was given inadequate attention. The 
explanation given to them was that 
the men in question were competent 
and conscientious servicemen ca- 
pabie of taking care of themselves. 
The political department insisted on 
improving work among the pra 
porshchiks. !t helped organise re- 
gular meetings to discuss questions 
of praporshchiks’ honour and dig- 
nity and their role in strengthening 
the unit's combat readiness. Lectures 
in pedagogy and psychology have 
been organised for them, lectures 
and seminars to discuss the expe- 
rience of their work are held and 
a methods room hes been set up 
for this category of servicemen. 
These measures have had a benefi- 
cial effect on the state of affairs in 
the collective. 

The results of the political depart- 
ment’s work in Party organisations 
are analysed at sessions of Party 
bureaux and committees, at meetings 
of Communists and at conferences 
and assemblies of deputy comman- 
ders for politica! affairs. 


When visiting primary Party orge- 
nisations, speaking at their meetings 
and talking with Communists, the of- 
ficers of the political department 
tell them at length about al! new ini- 
tiatives and undertakings in other 
collectives and caution them against 
repeating mistakes and  shorico- 
mings. Owing to this advanced ex- 
perience is placed at the disposal 
of all. 


The political department in ques- 
tion makes extensive use of long- 
term planning, which helps to con- 
centrate the attention of Party orge- 
nisations on concrete probiems and 
avoid routine. Long-term plans are 
generally drawn up for whole pe- 
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riods of training. They provide the 
basis for monthly plans which de- 
termine concrete measures aimed at 
solving specific questions. 

The political department focusses 
its principal efforts on solving the 
main tasks, particularly on mastering 
military equipment and reducing the 
time required to bring units to the 
condition of combat readiness. Com- 
munists initiate and orgenise wide 
innovators’ and rationalisers’ work. 
Party organisations discuss these pro- 
biems at meetings, sittings of bureaux 
and committees. Aft tactical exerci- 
ses and lessons officers of the 
political department teach Com- 
munists to conduct concrete Party 
work, linking it up with prac- 
tical tasks. All this enhances the 
role of the department as organiser 
and leader. Acting in close contact 
with the commander, the political 
department purposefully directs the 
growing activity of the Communists 
and al’ the personnel towerds ful- 
filling s cessfully the tasks follow- 
ing from \~ decisions of the 2é6th 
CPSU Congress. The division is an 
advanced one. 


Political bodies carry out impor- 
tant and responsible work in the 
ideological field, helping to orga- 
nise Party education, Marxist-Leni- 
nist training for officers, political 
education for praporshchiks and 
political classes for sergeants and 
soldiers, and showing concern for 
the ideological content of lectures 
and mass propeganda work. 

At present the main purpose of all 
ideological work is to study the de- 
cisions of the 26th CPSU Congress, 
which express the policy of the Party 
for the forthcoming period in ail 
spheres of its home and foreign ac- 
tivity in extent and depth, the Re- 
port of the CPSU Central Committee 
presented by L. |. Brezhnev being 
in the centre of attention of officer 
personnel and ail servicemen in 
general. Political bodies help com- 
manders, noliticai workers, Party and 
YCL organisations to make propa- 
ganda comprehensible to the men 
and see to it tnat political education 








is closely connected with the prac- 
tice of communist construction and 


Political departments show con- 
cern for the composition of Party 
ranks, taking care to see that only 
the most worthy servicemen are ad- 
mitted to the CPSU on the basis of 
strict individual selection; they keep 
record of every Communist without 
exception and bear responsibility 
for the state of Party and YCL do- 
cuments. 

The instruction and education of 
Party activists is the main link in the 
political departments’ leadership of 
Party organisations. The means and 
methods of this work are most diver- 
s@, an exceptionally important place 
among them being occupied by 
assemblies. Political administrations 
of military districts, groups of for- 
ces and fleets normally hold five- 
days assemblies of secretaries of 
Party committees and Party bureaux 
of regiments, ships and equivalent 
units. Political departments in units 
organise assemblies (up to three 
days) at least twice a year. At these 
assemblies there is study of the 
most important decisions of the 
Communist Party and the Soviet 
Government, of the tasks aimed at 
implementing them, of urgent pro- 
blems of Party life, of the main 
questions of Party development and 
Party-political work, and of ad- 
vanced experience. Thus, an assem- 
bly recently held by the political 
department under Colone! Yu. Ber- 
dyshev discussed such questions as 
“The 26th CPSU Congress on the 
socio-political and spiritual deve- 
lopment of Soviet society,” “Tasks 
following from the decisions of the 
26th CPSU Congress on ideological, 
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political and educational work,” 
“Education of Communists in the 
spirit of high principledness and 
conscious discipline,” “A Party 
meeting is a school of education,” 
etc. 

Political departments also hold at 
least quarterly instructive lessons 
for secretaries of company and equi- 
valent Party organisations and Party 
group organisers to study effectively 
impending missions and to exchange 
opinions and experience on ques- 
tions of Party life. 

Meetings of Party activists play an 
important role in educating and 
instructing Party workers. These 
meetings ere «a tried and tested 
method of mobilising activists to 
solve new tasks. Such meetings also 
enable political bodies to consult 
ectivists on the most importent 
problems facing Party organisations 
in units. 

Meetings of Party activists at for- 
mation level are generally held 
every three months to discuss gene- 
ral political questions bearing on 
implementation of the decisions of 
Party congresses and the resolutions 
of plenary sessions of its Central 
Committee and also on the most im- 
portent aspects of Party organi- 

Party-political information contri- 
butes to activists’ higher ideological 
level and broader political outlook. 
The 26th CPSU Congress laid spe- 
cial stress on the importance of fti- 
mely informing ali Soviet citizens on 
Party life. Political bodies promptly 
bring the directives and instructions 
of higher Party organs to the atten- 
tion of al! servicemen, and inform 
them on recent developments in the 
USSR and abroad. 

Increasingly extensive use is being 
made of theoretical conferences of 
activists on vital questions of Mar- 
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xist-Leninist science, Party deve. 
iopment, Lenirist norms of Party life 
and Party leadership. Thus, the poii- 
tical department in one of the for. 
mations recently held conference; 
on such themes as “Marzism-Leni. 
nism, revolutionary ideology of the 
working class." “The 26th CPSU 
Congress on problems of organisa 
tional Party work" and “The Leninig 
style in Party work.” 

While perfecting mass methods 
and forms of work with Party acti- 


rectly in subunits, in the process of 
solving specific tasks. At meetings 
with activists, chiefs and other work- 
ers of political bodies probe deeply 
into their activity and teach them 
how to improve organisational 
work. Such an epproach has a fe 
vourable result on the efficiency of 
Party organisations, increasing 
their influence on all aspects of the 
men's training and education 

Political bodies maintain close 
contact with local Party and govern 
ment bodies and working people's 
collectives, informing them of the 
political work in units and on ships. 
Besides, they constantly acquaint 
servicemen with labour achieve 
ments of workers, collective farmers 
and intelligentsia in a particular 
district, region or territory and ren- 
der assistance to local Party organi- 
sations im carrying out militery-pat- 
riotic work among young people. 

Thus, political bodies are true 
bearers of the policy of the Commu- 
nist Party in the army and navy, 
purposefully directing “he activity 
of commanders, political workers, 
Party and YCL organisations at en- 
hancing combat readiness of units 
and subunits and educating the per- 
sonnel. 








GROUND FORCES 


AIR DEFENSE OF MOTORIZED RIFLE BATTALION 
Moscow SOVIET MILITARY REVIEW in English No ll, Nov 81 pp 16-18 


[Article by Col A. Korytko: “Air Defense of a Battalion in the Offensive” under 
the rubric “Combat Training") 


(Text } Organisation cf air defence is an 
fivity of the 
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my” defences was concentrated on the adjacent 
flanks of the ist and 2nd Mis Inf Bns in the direc- 
tion (see Sketch): Hill 101.0 — Hill 923 — 
Lgovka. The battalion was fulfilling combat mis- 
sion along the line of the regiment's main blow. 
Time of readiness for advance to the line of laun- 
ching the attack was 0300 hrs on September 2. 
The battalion CO also knew that the “enemy” 
tactical aviation and combat helicopters were 














playing increased activity, delivering biows at 
subunits preferably from low altitudes. It was ne- 
cessary to organise the battalion's air defence 
with organic means in cooperation with the anti- 
aircraft platoon and the ist battery of the 13th 
AA Reg of the superior commander. 

He was to report his decision at 1230 hrs on 
September 1. 

Having ascertained the assigned mission, Major 
Klimov calculated the timing. Sixteen hours were 
allotted to organising the offensive. The battalion 
CO distributed this time in the following way: 
ascertaining the mission, giving instructions to 
the chief of staff, assessing the situation and tak- 
ing a decision on the map — 1.5 hrs (1100 hrs- 
1230 hrs); reporting the decision to the superior 
commander — 0.5 hr (1230 hrs-1300 hrs); assign- 
ing missions to subunits, organising eoapeciion 
on the map — 2 hrs (1300 hrs-1500 hrs); parti- 
cipating in on-the-spot reconnaissance car- 
ried out by the regiment commander — 1! hr 
(1500 hrs-1600 hrs); work of subunit commanders 
with their subordinates on the terrain — 2 hrs 
(1700 hrs-1970 hrs); preparing subunits for com- 
bat actions — 8 hrs (1900 hrs on September | fo 
0300 hrs on September 2). 

After giving instructions to the battalion chief 
of staff, Major Klimov started to work out the de- 
cision on the map. 

Assessing the air “enemy” he defined that 
blows by 6-8 planes were possible at subunits in 
the departure area from the west. When advanc- 
ing to the line of launching the attack blows 
were to be expected from groups of combat pla- 
nes mainly from low altitudes approaching along 
the columns or at a small angle to them. During 
the battalion's initial missicn “enemy” air attacks 
were possible from the north-west along the bed 
of the Gnilusha Stream at altitudes of 100-500 m 
and also blows by 4-5 combat helicopters at tanks 
and other armoured forces along the lines: pit 
2.3—Zelyonaya Wood — Hill 120.7 and Hill 96.0. 
The terrain was advantageous for a concealed ap- 
proach to objectives at low altitudes. 


The battalion CO determined that the objecti- 
ves of blows of the air “enemy” would be, first 
of all, motorised infantry (tank) companies, artil- 
lery, the battalion CP-OP in the departure area; 
the 1st and 2nd Mts Inf Coys, the Ist Bn of the 
2nd Arty Reg and the battalion CP-OP during the 
battle; and also the 3rd Mts Inf Coy when being 
committed fo action and pressing home the at- 
tack. 

On the basis of his assessment of the situation 
Major Klimov concluded that the efforts of the air 
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defence weapons should be concentrated on pro- 
tecting the above enumerated objectives. All air 
defence weapons should be kept ready for 
opening fire immediately from the beginning of 
fire preparation to the fulfilment of the battalion's 
initial mission, when committing to action tie 3rd 
Mts Inf Coy, when repulsing “enemy” counterat- 


tacks and when reaching the lines of possible 
blows from his helicopters. 


Then the battalion CO assessed the situation, 
conditions, supply and combat capabilities of the 
battalion air defence weapons and of the senior 
commanders and defined what objectives to pro- 
tect and when, the combat formation of the air de- 
fence subunit, the order of its movement and ma- 
noeuvre during battle. He concluded that the 
battalion's air defence weapons in cooperation 


fighting the air “enemy” successfully. He decided 
to use the AA machine guns and small arms for 
firing at low-altitude targets. For protecting the 
battalion during its advance it was necessary to 
redistribute the air defence weapons among the 
columns. In each Mts Inf Coy and at each contro/ 
post air observation posts were organised for car- 
rying out reconnaissance of the air “enemy.” 

When assessing the terrain the battalion CO 
pointed out that the “enemy” aviation could sec- 
retly approach its objectives from behind Zelyo- 
naya Wood, Mount Dlinnaya, Hill 96.0 and along 
the bed of the Gnilusha Stream. Mount Tyomnaya 
created large closing angles for air defence wea- 
pons on the line of launching the attack, which 
hampered timely detection of the air “enemy” and 
reduced combat capabilities of air defence wea- 
pons. Consequently with the beginning of firing 
and till the fulfilment of the battalion's initial mis- 
sion all air defence weapons were to be ready to 
open fire immediately. Subunit commanders to 
be given the right to open fire independently at 
suddenly appearing targets. Taking into account 
the accidents of the terrain, the battalion CO de- 
termined the positions of the air defence wea- 
pons. 

Then he took a decision on air defence. It came 
to the following. 


The battalion air defence weapons in coopera- 
tion with the AA platoon and a battery were to 
protect subunits of the battalion from attacks of 
aircraft and helicopters, concentrating their ef- 
forts on covering the ist and 2nd Mts Inf Coys, 
the 1st Arty Bn of the 2nd Arty Reg, the CP-OP 
of the battalion in the departure area, during the 
advance, on the line of launching the attack and 
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in the combat formations of tne first echelon com- 
panies and at the battalion CP-OP. During the 
battle to move jointly with them. From the begin- 
ning of fire barrage up to the accomplishment of 
the battalion's initial mission, when committing 
the 3rd Mis Inf Coy to action, when beating 


At 1230 hrs 
sion. After that he issued a battle order in 
he assigned the mission to the AA subunit ac- 


After assigning the missions the battalion CO 
organised cooperation on the map. The coope- 
ration of the air defence weapons with the pro- 
tected subunits was as follows. 

When advancing to the line of launching the 
attack the battalion was to be covered by the air 
defence weapons distributed by columns. All 
small arms of the motorised infantry subunits up 
to the line of launching the attack were to be in 
readiness to open fire immediately at low-altitude 
“enemy” targets. 

When subunits of the first echelon reached the 
line of launching the attack al! the battalion air 
defence weapons in cooperation with air defence 
means of the superior commanders were to be 
ready to beat off “enemy” air attacks from the 
main positions. 

During the offensive air defence weapons were 
to operate in the battle formations of protected 
subunits. Some of the air defence weapons were 
to move so as to destroy “enemy” combat heli- 
copters at maximum distances in the important 
sectors indicated. 
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After the battalion had fulfilled its initial mission 
the air defence weapons were to be ready to co- 
ver subunits when repulsing counterattacks from 
the directions: Zelyonaya Wood — Hill 115.2 and 
Mount Goleya — Barrow 2.5. In this case the air 
defence subunit on an order from the battalion 
CO was to manoeuvre to protect subunits repuls- 
ing the counterattack. 

The second echelon of the battalion on the line 
of commitment to action was to be covered by 
all air defence weapons. 

The antisircraft subunit commander maintair ed 
close communication with the commander of the 
Ist AA Bn of the 13th AA Reg who had techni- 
cal means of reconnaissance of the air enemy. Mu- 
tual target designation was carried out by com- 
munication means and also by signal flares and 
tracer bullets. 

Having done this work Major Kiimov went to 
the on-the-spot reconnaissance carried out by 
the regimental commander. During the reconnais- 
sance he specified along with other questions, 
the fire positions of the air defence forces o! the 
superior commanders and also the time and order 
of assuming them. 


After on-the-spot reconnaissance he went to 
Hill 115.2, where the subunit commanders had al- 
ready arrived including the AA subunit comman- 
der. Major Klimov carried out a topographic and 
tactical orientation, pointed out the reference 
points, gave new information on the “enemy.” 
Besides studying other questions, he specified on 
the ground the probable directions of actions of 
the “enemy” tactical aviation and combat helicop- 
ters, places of contro! posts, fire positions of air 
defence weapons, routes of advance and the or- 
der of movement during battle. Here also he spe- 
cified the mission to the air defence weapons and 
methods of their cooperation. While giving ins- 
tructions on all-round support of combat actions 
the battalion CO also defined expenditure rates 
of missiles and other emmunition for the air de- 
fence weapons with due account of the rates es- 
tablished by the supericr commander for a day of 
battle, pointed out the method of their replenish- 
ment during battle. 

The work done in orcanising air defence gave 
positive results. The “enemy” air attacks were re- 
pulsed, and the battalion fulfilled the assigned 
mission. 
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the radio communication system must not be readjusted 
because of changes in combat positions. Therefore, 
CO's radio channels must be tuned to operate on 
nior commander's frequency. To this end it is advisable 
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use 2 VHF set with @ power amplifier and to connect the 
Latation chief of staff's set to the higher headcvarters net. 
The Ba CO controls Mts Inf Coys and the morter bat- 
tery through his radio net. Control of the APC and tenk 
fire weapons is effected through the sets mounted on 


these vehicles. 
The availability of radio sets which can be tuned before- 


hand to operate on fixed frequencies makes it possible for 


each company strong point to operete independently in a 
delensive battle. in these circumstances #f is advisable fo 
specify a radio channel! (fixed frequency) which will com- 
municete with a!! the radio sets of subordinate subunits and 
attached tanks. The radio sets of the company and plaioon 
commenders are tuned to operate on the frequencies spe- 
cified for the battalion. Thus, the Ist Mis Inf Coy is fo ope- 
rete on the first fixed frequency, the 2nd Coy on the se- 
cond fixed frequency and so on. 

The fourth fixed frequency is reserved for the 8n CO 
and the chief of steff. Their radio sets ere also tuned in 
advance to operate on the three other frequencies used 
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As a result, the Bn CO end the chief of steff will have 
an additional radio channel and the company commanders’ 
redio cannels will serve as radio nets of the Mis Inf Coys. 
This will enable the company strong points to increase the 
efficiency of troop control. If the company commander has 
to report the situation to the higher headquarters, he chan- 
ges over to the fourth fixed frequency ordering a platoon 
commander to operate the radio set on the frequency he 
used formerly. 

When cooperating with neighbouring subunits company 
and platoon commanders can also use the method of mu- 


tually joining the branches of their radio nets. The opere- 
tion in these conditions must be strictly regulated by the 
communications chief. 

The Bn CO and the chief of staff may switch in to the ra- 
dio channel of the appropriate company, if necessary. 

The redio sets of artillery, ATGM and reserve subunits 
ere also tuned to operate on the fourth fixed frequency 
specified for use by the Bn CO. This radio channel can be 
used by the senior commander and the chief of staff and 

so by the neighbours in order to establish cooperation 
if no other means of communication are available. When 
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GROUND FORCES 


DEVELOPMENT OF MORTARS DISCUSSED 


Moscow SOVIET MILITARY REVIEW in English No ll, Nov 81 pp 27-29 


[Article by Col Eng V. Botin: 
Forces and Artillery Day") 


(Text } 


The mortar is @ variety of artillery armament. !t first ap- 
peared in Russia during the Russo-lapanese War (1904-05) 
during the heroic defence of Port Arthur.* 

The fortress wes located on high steep hills and adapt- 
ed for prolonged siege. In some pieces the Japanese were 
only 30-40 metres from the delenders’ trenches. The fort- 
ress artillery prover to be useless. A redically new wee- 
pon was required capable of delivering high fire at a dis- 
tance of 100 m and less. 

The artillerymen proposed to mount a 47-mm nave’ gun 
on « wheeled carriage and adapt if for firing projectiles 
of their own making. 

The modernisation of the gun anc development of « 
projectile for it were entrusted to Captein LL. Gobyato, 
fortress artillery deputy commander for technical aifzirs. 
The shell devised by him hed the form of « truncated cone 
with a wide base to which « wooden pole was fastened. A 
stabiliser slid along the pole. in loading, the free end of 
the pole was inserted into the gun berrel irom the muzzle 
end; in the process of loading the stabiliser fins moved 
forward. As soon as the shell left the berrel the fins be- 
came rigidly fixed on the end of the pole and stabilised 
the shell in flight. 

The wespon, called @ mortar, was first employed on No- 
vember 10, 1904. it fired a 11.5-kg shell to « distance from 
50 to 400 m at elevation angles ranging from 45 to 65°. 





* Port Arthur (Chinese same Lushunkow), 1 former Pussian 
naval Saese ehich the Pussian troops had been couregeousiy de- 
endina ‘or || months. In 1905-45 the town was occupied by ‘he 
spanese. in i945 liberated by ‘he Soviet Army and in 1985 crans 
ferred without indemnity by the Soviet Union to Chins 

** \ccording to the terminology uted in the First World War, the 
“mortar” 5 a weapon firing HE shells. and the “bomb-thrower,” 
fragmentation shells. 
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“Mortars” under the rubric “November 19--Rocket 


Successful use of the new weapon aroused interes! in if 
in many countries. During the First World War (1914-18) 
various types of mortars and bomb-throwers ** entered ser- 
vice with the armies of the belligerents. 


Alter the victory of the Great October, back in Decem- 
ber 1917, research begar for improving the mortar. Based 
on this research the Artillery Committee of the Main Artil- 


plete. For muzzie-loeded mortars this scheme became clas- 
sical. 

Great contribution to the development of mortars was 
made by designer 8. Shavyrin, who was later honoured 
with the title of Hero of Socialist Labour and became « 
Lenin and State Prize winner. in 1937 his design bureau de- 
veloped en 82~<mm mortar that stood the severe test of the 
Great Patriotic War (1941-45). 

't was followed by 50-mm company, 107-mm pack and 
120-mm regiments! mortars. They came into service with 
the Red Army in 1938. 

In the years of the Great Patriotic War these morters be- 
came 8 powerful infentry-eccompanying weapon. They 
were distinguished for high rate of fire, small weigh’, high 
reliability and trouble-free operation. From the 1938-model 











120-mm mortar No. 0199 produced in 1941, the “family 
crew” of the Shumov brothers fired more than 13,000 shots. 

For their fire power mortars were comparable to artil- 
lery guns of corresponding calibres, but they were much 
lighter in weight. For exemple, a 120-mm mortar weighed 
9 times less than a 1938-mode!l 122-mm howitzer and 26 
times less than a 122-mm gun. 

By their performances the Soviet mortars were much 
superior to foreign models. None of the foreign armies had 
a system whose efficiency could be compared to that of 
the Soviet 120-mm regimental mortar. The hitlerite troops 
received 4 similar weapon only in 1943. In its design it 
was an exact replica of the Soviet mortar. 

Soviet mortars were exceptionally easy to manufacture, 
and it is not fortuitous that during the war their mass pro- 
duction was organised without difficulty at plants which 
before bore no relation to the defence industry. From 1941 
to 1945 the Soviet Union produced 348,000 mortars of dif- 
ferent calibres as compared to 68,000 manufactured in fas- 
cist Germany. 

The simplicity of design favourably distinguishes mortars 
from other artillery systems. For instance, the breechblock 
of a modern howitzer contains more than a hundred de- 
tails, while a medium-calibre mortar (82-mm or 120-mm) 
consists of the following relatively simple parts: a barrel 
with a breech piece and a safety lock preventing repeated 
loading, a bipod, a base plate, a sight and wheels detach- 
ed when the mortar is in firing position. 

The barrel is a smoothbore tube closed at the breech 
end. As in firing the pressure in the mortar barrel is rather 
low, the tube can have thin wails. The barrel muzzle has a 
small swelling and the middie part is provided with spe- 
cial circular grooves to connect the bipod holder. In the 
centre of the bottom of the breech piece there is a stri- 
ker, usually of the rigid type, which the shell primer cap 
hits when the shell is dropped into the barrel. At the bot- 
tom the breech piece ends in a ball pivot through which 
the barrel is supported on the base plate. 

As distinct from the 82-mm-morter the breech piece of 
the 120-mm mortar may contain, instead of a striker, a fir- 
ing mechanism having two postions — fixed and movable. 
In the second position the striker pin is sunk to prevent 
breaking of the primer cap when the shell is dropped into 
the barrel, thus allowing additional aiming of the mortar, 
# required, after loading. For firing use is made in thet case 
of a trigger mechanism. 

The bipod is designed to support the barrel and to set 
it at the required elevation and firing angles. The bipod is 
coupled with the barrel by means of a holder and a trin- 
nion cup through a shock absorber. The bipod accommode- 
tes elevating, traversing and levelling mechanisms. 


The bipod right leg mounts a slewing mechanism intend- 
ed for rough setting of the pivot yoke to a horizontal po- 
sition. The pivot yoke is an intermediate part designed to 
connect the elevating and traversing mechanisms and to 
secure the shock absorber and the oscillating bracket to 
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the sight. The base plate is a welded rigid structure. 


On the muzzle part of 82-mm and 120-mm mortars there 
is a special safety lock which makes loading of a second 
sheli impossible if the first one is still in the barrel. At the 
instant of loading the shell ogival section sets the safety 
lock blade in the “closed” position. After the shot the bla- 
de occupies the “open” position and does not preclude 
loading. 

To ensure aimed laying on the target the mortar is pro- 
vided with a goniometric sight. Together with the traver- 
sing m=chanism it is used to lay the mortar for direction. 
Turring through a large angle is effected by displacing the 
bigod. Laying for elevation is periormed by means of the 
sight proper and the elevating mechanism. 

82-mm mortars are transported as a rule on a truck or 
an APC. if necessary the mortar detachment can dismantle 
the weapon and carry it in packs. 120-mm mortars are tow- 
ed by a tractor. 

In 1943 the Red Ariny received a large-calibre 160-mm 
mortar developed under the guidance of the well-known 
Soviet scientist 1. Teverovsky. This mortar is of simple des- 
ign, small weight and is easy to handle. In the postwar 
period improved versions of the 160-mm mortar and more 
powerful 240-mm mortars came into being. They consist 
principally of the same components and mechanisms as the 
160-mm mortar but their design is more sophisticated. 
Lerge-calibre mortars are breech-loaded as they have 
long barrels and heavy shells. For loading the oscillating 
part of the barrel (a tube open at both ends and fastened 
in @ pivotal holder) is disconnected from the breech piece 
and set into an approximately horizontal position. The des- 
ign of the new 160-mm mortar provides for two positions 
of the barrel in loading, depending on the angle of ele- 
vation (45 and 80°). 

The main purpose of large-calibre mortars is to destroy 
strong defensive constructions. They fire HE shells (2 
160-mm shell weighs 40.8 kg and a 240-mm one, 130.7 kg). 
The shell fuses can be set for high-explosive or fragmen- 
tation effect. The maximum firing range of the 160-mm mor- 
tar is 5,100 metres, the minimum, 620 m; those of the 
240-mm mortar are 9,700 and 800 m respectively. 

In our days mortars continue to retain their significance. 
Their capabilities are far from being exhausted. The press 
abroad points cut that mortar weapons at present continue 
to occupy an important place in the armament system of 
the NATO land forces. Much consideration has been given 
abroad in recent years to the development of new models 
having greater striking range (due in particular fo the em- 
ployment of rocket projectiles) and increased firing capabi- 
litias (due to the development of shells with greater des- 
tructive power). 

The designers strive to make modern mortars lighter, 
more strongly constructed and mobile. Much is being done 
to standardise and unify ammunition and improve such che 
racteristics of mortars as reliability, service life and ease 
of handling. 
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NAVAL FORCES 


NAVAL AVIATION: 


ASW RECONNAISSANCE 


Moscow SOVIET MILITARY REVIEW in English No ll, Nov 81 pp 22-23 


{Article by Capt 2nd Rank N. Pavlov: 


(Text ] 


The exercise was in full swing 
when the search striking group com- 
mancer received a report from one 
of his ships that an “enemy” subma- 
rine had been detected. But after a 
thorough analysis of the data and es- 
timate of the situation it became 
clear that it was a false target. 

It is well known that the fechni- 
cal facilities a modern submarine is 
equipped with allow it to deceive 
ASW teams as to target identifica- 
tion. If, in addition, the detected 
submarine executes a cunning ma- 
noeuvre if may quite well manage 
to break away from pursuit. It is 
evident that such a turn of events is 
fraught with serious consequences 
for the opposing side. 

The search = grc comman- 
der realised that there was not a mo- 
ment to lose: too much time had 
been already spent without result 
for searching and the submarine they 
had to intercept on the distant app- 
roaches continued to proceed un- 
detected to the designated area. 

As the search area had expanded 
the CO divided it into two parts and 
decided to direct the searchers to 
the first sector and ask for the Air 
Force to help with the second. 


The flying mission had nothing 
new this time for air reconnaissance: 
it was to detect “enemy” submarine 
in @ specific area of the ocean. But 
nevertheless the pilots thoroughly 
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prepared for the impending flight 
in spite of the limited time. After 
‘coordinating their actions in the 
event of a sudden change in the si- 
tuation, selecting the most suitable 
variant of combat manoeuvring over 
the assigned search sector and mak- 
ing the necessary calculations, the 
crew took off. 

A boundless expanse of ocean lay 
shead. There was not a cloud in the 
sky but a strong northern wind rais- 
ed towering waves on the ocean 
surface. The airmen realised that the 
search would be difficult. As he left 
the airfield behind the crew com- 
mander could not help recalling the 
warning of the duty forecast offi- 
cer: weather conditions in the de- 
signated area would be complicated. 
And indeed the sky soon darkened, 
visibility deteriorated and extreme 
turbulence began. 

Having determined the plane's 
position, the navigator reported that 
they were approaching the search 
area. The crew prepared the special 
equipment for operation and estab- 
lished radio communication with the 
commanders of the search group 
ships. Then the airmen started the 
search, “probing” the ocean sur- 
face run after run. 

They carefully examined ihe 
whole assigned area. Marking on 
the map _ the last of their many runs 
the navigator reported: “All clear, 
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commander. No signs of the target 
is anywhere near.” 

But in spite of that the search 
group commander did not consider 
the search futile. Negative reports 
from ships narrowed the circle 
where the “enemy” submarine 
could be located. The crew com- 
mander ordered his assistant to di- 
rect the plane to a new square and 
himself carefully analysed the actual 
situation and estimated in what di- 
rection the sub was most likely to 
execute an escape manoeuvre. Tak- 
ing into account the boundary of the 
ice field and a number of tactical 
factors, he came to the conclusion 
that the search should be continued 
in a neighbouring areas. 

The crew checked the navigation 
computations. The fuel remaining 
was quite sufficient to continue the 
flight. The navigator marked on the 
map the coordinates of the new 
search square, worked out the route 
and as soon as the aircraft reached 
the assigned line, switched on the 
required equipment and tuned it, 
cutting out interferences. 

On the second run the navigator 
almost shouted: “Target, skipper!” 


Later on the monitoring equip- 
ment convincingly proved the high 
accuracy of sighting and the relia- 
bility of the information transmitted. 
Operating far from the land in con- 
ditions of limited visibility, the air 
reconnaissance crew displayed skill 
and the ability to find their bearings 
in a complicated situation. Continu- 
ing to watch the target, they brought 
the search group ships in contact 
with the submarine. The searchers 
had to “destroy” it, while the air- 
men were re-routed to carrying out 
an incidental mission: to check 
whether there were any surface tar- 
gets in the area. 
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experienced airmen to examine the 
surface on the indicator scope. 
“Commander, target observed in 
designated area, relative bearing 
30, distance...” 
“Proceeding to reveal type of tar- 


order to take eerial photographs. 
Coming down below scraps of cloud 
and turning downsun to provide bet- 
ter illumination the crew took ob/i- 
que photographs. The whole crew 
took part in the identification. 
Meanwhile the radio operator pre- 
pared a radio message and as soon 
as the navigator had ascertained the 
type of target and elements of its 
motion, the message was immedie- 
tely sent out. Soon receipt was ack- 
nowledged. 

After executing an antiflak ma- 
nosuvre and gaining height, the 
plane steered sway from the target 
towards the airfield. Good team- 
work of the reconnaissance pisene 
crew backed by high mora! and 
combat qualities, good flying and 
navigational skill and profound 
knowledge of their equipment and 
the tacfics of its combat use guaran- 
teed success in fulfilling the com- 
plicated missions of the exercise. 

The new narrative was no sur- 
prise for the plane crew, for during 
training on the ground they hed 
foreseen the possibility of having to 
accomplish similar tasks. The assigned 
area was ciose to the ice field boun- 
dary. At the most appropriate mo- 
ment the navigator switched on the 
radar for transmission for a short 
time (in order not to disclose the 
plane). But this was enough for the 











NAVAL FORCES 


PREVENTIVE MAINTENANCE DURING PRE-CRUISE PREPARATIONS 


Moscow SOVIET MILITARY REVIEW in English No 1l, Nov 81 pp 24-25 


[Article by Col Eng Ye. Pateyuk, Col Eng V. Revuka: 


“Machinery Submits to the 


Skilful" under the rubric “Weapons and Equipment"] 


Tre complement of the “Petropaviovsk” initiated socia- 

list emulation in the Soviet Navy. the sailors fulfilled 
with honour the obligations undertaken and won the title 
of “excellent” for their ship. They maintain weapons 
equipment in exemplary condition and in constant combat 
readiness. During the year the ship participated in long 
ocean cruises and more than once carried out missions in 
cemplicated conditions. 

What guarantees the complement’s success and what 
helped them to preserve the equipment in excellent con- 


a 


dition despite intensive operation? These ons were 
answered by Cagtain 2nd Rank A. Kuzmin, ship’s com- 
mander, a delegate to the 26th CPSU s, bearer of 


the Order “For Service of the Motherland in the Soviet 
Armed Forces,” 3rd Class. 

He is deeply convinced that the main role is played by 
the men, whose proficiency, knowledge and practical skills 
and moral and p-ychological training predetermine the 
degree in which the potentialities of the equipment will 
be used. Taking this into account when initiating emulation, 
the officers, Party and YCL organisations helped each man 
to understand the importance of the forthcoming missions, 
and their volume and complexity. Particular attention was 
given to questions directly involving the operation of the 
equipmen! and the sailors’ special training. 

It is noteworihy that the “Petropaviovsk” complement 
are guided by the rule: Never postpone preventive main- 
tenance and repair operations to the pre-cruise training 
period. incidentally, this requirement is laid down in the 
paragraph of the Navy Regulations which says that any 
trouble detected during inspection of weapons and equip- 
ment must be eliminated immediately. |t happens, however, 
that the condition of assemblies, systems and devices is 





That was exactly the case before this particular long 
cruise. The pre-cruise training time was spent mainly in 
loading ammunition, refuelling, stocking expendable ma- 
terials and equipment supplies, drawing up documents and 
accomplishing other urgent tasks. The ship put out to sea 
at exactly the appointed time and returned from the cruise 
with all systems and mechanisms in good repair. 

It is true that there were minor troubles during the cruise, 
but they were remedied without delay, and did not ad- 
versely affect the fulfilment of combat training missions. 

Success in the given case was ensured not only by exem- 
plary maintenance of the materiel, but a!20 by specialists’ 
— repair training which goes on in any situation. Mos! 
favourable conditions for improving it arise when the ship 
is under repair. On such occasions, the mechanisms and 
devices being stripped makes it possibile to show the sai- 
lors the parts most liable to wear and to explain the cau- 
ses of wear and how it depends on operating conditions. 
When disassembling and reassembling units assemblies, 
the ship's specialists come to understand better the inter- 
action between the different parts, acquire skill in measur- 
ing and cetermining individual parameters, and study the 
structure and use of measuring instruments. That is why 
= on board is not interrupted during any repair pe- 
ri 
Great opportunities for the improvement of repair train- 
ing offer themselves with the ship berthed at base, when 
training classes on shore can be used to advantage. 

At the same time, the experience of the “Petropaviovsk” 
shows that specialists’ skills may be perfected at sea. 

When organising repair training, commanders of depart- 
ments, the electromechanical department in particular, see 
to it first of all that specialists know the typical troubles 
of mechanisms and systems, their causes and remedies, dis- 
mantling and defect-finding procedure, and conform to sa- 
fety regulations. 
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repairing mechanisms and systems, though important, is 
only a detail in the whole set of special tasks. 
Therefore, in organising special training the main to 
ensure is that the men master all systems and 

the stress being laid on specialists’ independent training. 
Se ee ee eee ae ee 
those who are on duty during training hours. Seamen 
starshinas get assignments on specific questions, which are 
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made gradually more complicated. More ofter 

officers complete their assignments by submitting 

sis at the next seminar. Presentation of the synopsis 

30-40 min, as much time being taken by the 

and the other half of the lesson being devoted 
i t. 
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achieve a higher reting is not a goal in 
fective means of ng hu the ot ne 

ipment. Acquiring re specialities 
Saipeetenee, particularly to ensure interchangeabi 
crews and groups. The complement’s socialist obli 
include the following peragraph: to train several 
rated specialists, bringing the number of ist class specia- 
lists to 75 per cent and 2nd ciass specialists to 25 per cent. 
Many servicemen pledged to master a second or a related 
speciality. These pledges were overiulfilled. At presenti 
oe © ee ee eee 
of the personnel with 1st or c rating. 

The ship's complement are well aware that the standard 
of special training, depth of technical knowledge and in- 
novations are interconnected notions, provided, of course, 
that they are supplemented by high organisation. Training 
and maintenance of equipment on the ship are organised 
in such a way that the personne! have free time for crea- 
tive activity. A total of 47 rationalisation proposals were 
introduced on the “Petropaviovsk” during the past year 
(the number of proposals submitted was, of course, much 
larger). All innovations are aimed at improving the mate- 
riel and conditions of operating it. Proceeding from certain 
proposals the Command decided to make changes in the 
documents setting forth the rules for operating the equip- 
ment. The proposal submitted by Lieutenant Commanders 
Engineers N. Mukha and V. Golubev, which considerably 
increased the potentialities of the equipment, was put into 
practice on other ships. 

It is noteworthy that specialists of the electromechanical 
department are in the forefront of the innovation move- 
ment, and not because this department is provided with 
numerous mechanisms and has the greatest number of spe- 
cialists. On the contrary, these factors place the depari- 
ment in more complicated conditions, making it more dif- 
ficult to organise training and assemble all the men at 
once. In spite of this the department is an advanced sub- 
unit; during the last long cruise it won first place in socialist 
emulation. The department is distinguished for its healthy 
moral and psychological atmosphere, the processes of ins- 
truction and service are organised periectiy and the per- 
sonnel have every possibility for creative activity, compe- 
tition and implementing advanced experience. It is quite 
natural, therefore, that the department has the greatest 
number of rationalisers and can boast a higher quality of 
specialists’ work. 
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DOSAAF AND MILITARY COMMISSARIATS 


ORIVER TRAINING IN THE MOSCOW CITY AREA 
Moscow ZA RULEM in Russian No 9, Sep 81 (signed to press 28 Jul 81) pp 4-5 


[Article by Major General D. Kuznetsov, chairman, DOSAAF (All-Union Voluntary 
Society for Assistance to the Army, Air Force, and Navy of the USSR) Moscow 
City Committee: "At DOSAAF Organizations: Such Reserves Do Exist"] 


[Text] The resolutions of the 26th CPSU Congress attach primary importance to 
the further growth of the nation's productive forces and improvements in the 
level of the training of specialists capable of assuring the fulfillment of our 
economic development plans. "The Basic Directions of the Economic and Social 
Development of the USSR During 1981-1985 and Until 1990" provide for a further 
increase in the output of automobiles, tractors, and other transportation equip- 
ment. The program for further improving national welfare during the new five- 
year plan period, which encompasses improvements in all aspects of the life of 
the Soviet people, also provides for a marked increase in the number of private 
passenger cars. All this, taken together, requires an expansion in the scale 
and an improvement in the quality of Soviet driver training. 


As is known, the party and the government entrusted the DOSAAF with the mass 
training of technicians for the national economy and inculcation of the popula- 
tion in applied military skills. Providing enterprises, construction sites, 
kolkhozes, and sovkhozes with new echelons of drivers, agricultural machinery 
operators, mechanics, and electricians, and teaching Soviet citizens how to 
skillfully operate their cars and motorcycles means making a substantial contri- 
bution to the fulfillment of the tasks posed to the Soviet people by the 26th 
CPSU Congress. 


For this very reason the committees of DOSAAF organizations in Moscow are expand- 
ing their driver training activities in educational and primary organizations as 
well as in sports-technical clubs, associated with driving various makes and 
types of vehicles. They also are broadening and improving their sports activi- 
ties as an active means for advancing the skills of drivers and motorcycle riders. 


Definite changes to the better in this respect have taken place at the Moscow 
DOSAAF. An eloquent proof of this is that the annual rate of increase in the 
number of persons knowledgeable about cars now amounts to 8-10 percent. More 
than one-half of the city's drivers are trained by DOSAAF schools, clubs and 
courses. 























As the initiator of the All-Union Socialist Competition of DOSAAF Organizations, 
the Moscow DOSAAF hes adopted higher pledges with respect to this type of de- 
fense activity--pledges much higher than the actual figures on driver training 
during the 10th Five-Year Plan period. 


This is no question that this just did not happen of itself. These pledges were 
adopted on the basis of extensive work to strengthen and expand the material 
facilities, select and train lecturers, master mechanics, and instructors, and 
disseminate and spread advanced knowhow. All this justifies us in claiming that 
basic and advanced driver training and assistance by DOSAAF organizations is con- 
structed on a solid basis. 


However, the DOSAAF members in the nation's capital currently are also concerned 
with other questions, the main one being the availability of resources for expand- 
ing the scale and still further elevating the level of driver training. 


The plenum of the DOSAAF MGK [Moscow City Committee] has answered this question 
affirmatively upon discussing the resolutions of the 26th CPSU Congress and the 
tasks of the DOSAAF organizations in Moscow: yes, the resources do exist, and 

the principal one is the potential for activating the work of the local chapters. 
At one time we had been doubting whether the driver and motorcycle rider training 
courses should exist. Time and experience demonstrated unambiguously that the 
courses offered by the large local chapters of DOSAAF not only deserve keeping 
but also should be continually developed and improved. 


What has contributed to this decision? First of all, the fact that such train- 
ing activates the work of the local chapters, of all their members, who feel per- 
sonally committed to this important cause. Driver and motorcycle rider training, 
like any other work to train personnel for the national economy, enhances the 
authority of the local chapters in the eyes of the public. And, finaliy, it 
affords broad possibilities for the next important step in the DOSAAF's work— 
the development of car and motorcycle sports. 


Persons attending the courses strive to improve the skills they learn, partici- 
pating in the applied-military and technical related sports activities as well 

as in competitions starting at the elementary level and advancing to more com- 
plex levels. Previously in Moscow, for example, only several major collectives-- 
and only those directly involved in automobile production and large motor trans- 
port bases--were capable of participating in the traditional "Kremlin Stars" Auto 
Rally. Now, owing to the expansion of driver training, those taking part in this 
major competition include not only such traditional participants as the collec- 
tives of the Plant imeni Lenin's Komsomol, the ZIL Plant, the Glavmosavtotrans 
[Main Moscow Motor Transport Administration], and certain others, but also teams 
from more than one-half of Moscow's districts, consisting of car sport; amateurs 
belonging to local chapters at other enterprises and construction sites. 


It is also worth noting that the expansion of driver training at local chapters 
has provided the conditions for activating military-patriotic work by means of 

car and motorcycle marathons and motorcades to sites of revolutionary, combat, 

and labor glories of the Soviet people. 
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Some might object that the development of car and motorcycle training work at 
local chapters of the DOSAAF involves considerable difficulties such as, chiefly, 
the acquisition of facilities and personnel. Yes, we DOSAAF workers must take 
into account these factors with extreme seriousness. It is perfectly obvious 
that not every DOSAAF collective can be entrusted with such work, which can be 
handled only by the larger local chapters which have the facilities and skilled 
personnel and are assisted by the management of enterprises, construction sites, 
institutions, or schools. There are quite a few such collectives in the nation's 
capital. As of the beginning of 1981, however, not more than four courses had 
been offered in any of Moscow's rayons, and some of them had to be discon- 
tinued owing to understaffing and insufficient facilities. We knew what we were 
doing, being aware that the slight outlays on unprepared training facilities at 
present will be more than recouped in the future, not only quantitatively but 
qualitatively, when different standards will be applied in the city rayons to- 
ward the organization of training courses and activities and the acquisition of 
the necessary facilities. 


A major shortcoming of the conduct of these courses at local DOSAAF chapters 
has been the unprofitable use of equipment and hence also the failure to reach 
the quota of drivers trained per training vehicle. This is due to the improper 
organization of the training process itself, the lack of skilled training per- 
sonnel and, in certain cases, the use of vehicles for purposes other than in- 
tended. Such compl cations make it, of course, impossible to promptly repair 
the vehicles in use. 


By way of an example let me discuss two local DOSAAF chapters having the same 
opportunities for driver training. One chapter is attached to the Institute of 
Atomic Energy imeni I. V. Kurchatov, where the committee chairman is A. Toropov. 
It trains on the average 80 drivers annually per vehicle. this is due to the 
smooth organization of course work, the tight discipline of driving instructors, 
rigorous monitoring of the progress of training by the DOSAAF committee, and 

the mobilization of the public for this cause. Since the day of their organiza- 
tion the driving courses have progressed without any road accident. 


A completely different picture prevails at the driving courses organized at the 
Moscow Petroleum Refinery, where the training periods are protracted and the 
driving schedules are not followed through the fault of incompetent instructors 
whose performance is not tightly monitored. The deplorable result is that only 
24 new drivers are trained per vehicle. Of course, such “results” do not gladden 
anyone. 


In our opinion, course work could be greatly improved by the structural integra- 
tion of the courses under some public organization such as the sports-technical 
club under the local DOSAAF chapter. After all, if the resources and personnel 
for giving driving or motorcyle riding courses are available, it would be only 
logical to set up other sections, say, radio or sports sections or teams. The 
integration of the activities of these subdivisions upon the establishments of 
a club council would indisputably streamline training and sports activities 
within DOSAAF chapters. Unfortunately, in such rayons of Moscow as the Bauman- 
skiy, Sokol'nicheskiy, Zhdanovskiy, and others where there is a large number of 
DOSAAF chapters, there are either no sports-technical clubs or they exist only 
formally, on paper. 
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The DOSAAF city committee is taking steps to correct this situation, to organ- 
ize better monitoring of the performance of the rayon committees, and to provide 
these committees and the local chapters with more effective methodological 
assistance. In this context, a great deal of useful work is being accomplished 
by the Methodological Group for Motor Transport Training, set up at the DOSAAF 
Municipal House, which is headed by the experienced and highly skilled methodol- 
ogist I. Ryskin. But our primary concern is to consolidate the material facil- 
ities. The introduction of training simulators is particularly promising. It 
is no secret, after all, that many local chapters providing the courses have 
more wherewithal than the rayon sports-technical clubs for acquiring training 
simulators and introducing them. And this, in its turn, will positively affect 
the quality of training and provide opportunities for fuel and lubricant savings. 


There also exist definite possibilities for providing the courses with visual 
aids for driver training, inclusive of training in traffic safety rules. Here 
too DOSAAF enterprises can help. 


It appears that sometimes we unjustifiably omit in our DOSAAF press discussing 
aspects of the performance of driving and motorcycle riding courses conducted by 
local DOSAAF chapters. The organization and improved conduct of these courses 
are among the problems of interest to many activists. 


Full-scale activity of clubs and courses under the local DOSAAF chapters will 
contribute to expanding defense work and attracting the youth to participation 
in military-technical aspects of sports, and it will provide more realistic con- 
ditions for successful mass training in technical occupations. 


COPYRIGHT: "Za rulem," 1981 
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DOSAAF AND MILITARY COMMISSARIATS 


NEW DRIVING SIMULATOR IN USE 
Moscow ZA RULEM in Russian No 9, Sep 81 (signed to press 28 Jul 81) pp 6-7 


[Article by P. Men‘shikh, special correspondent of ZA RULEM, Dnepropetrovsk: 
"At the DOSAAF Organizations: Driving Simulator on the Way"] 


[Text ] Not so long ago an acquaintance stopped by at our editorial offices and 
began te describe enthusiastically a kiddie "motown" that he had seen at an expo- 
sition of scientific and technical creativity of youth in Moscow. 


He said: “Just imagine. My son sat down behind the steering wheel of a driving 
simulator and now he dreams all the time of becoming a driver. He put together 
some chairs at home, called the structure the AT-O0l, and practically all the 
time is ‘switching gears’ and ‘driving’ somewhere...." 


I recalled his comments while talking with the inventors of the AT-Ol itself, 
which was shown at the exposition by young workers from the Dnepropetrovsk 
Production Combine of the DOSAAF [All-Union Voluntary Society for Assistance to 
the Army, Air Force, and Navy of the USSR]. I recalled it because our talk 
touched upon just such children who had long been "crazy" about cars and now have 
decided to learn properly how to drive, and upon our possibilities for helping 
them to learn in the early stages of driving training. 





Electrical installer A. Martenko told us: "I liked very much the idea of includ- 
ing the driving simulator among the elements of the motown, but I had not expected 
that it would attract so much attention at the exposition. We had worked on the 
AT-01 from dawn till evening and it seemed to us that, upon ‘starting’ and 
‘accelerating’ this simulator seemed to the trainee sitting behind the steering 
wheel a real car steered by a real driver." 


Yes, that is as it should be. Worldwide and domestic experience shows that simu- 
lator training produces many advantages such as its indisputable effect on improv- 
ing the quality, shortening the period, and reducing the cost of training and, 
which is particularly important, saving fuel and vehicle service life. That is 
why the organizations and departments offering basic and advanced driver training, 
including the schools and sports and technical clubs of the DOSAAF, are extremely 
interested in simulator equipment. 














--- ihe Dnepropetrovsk Production Combine of DOSAAF is a relatively small enterprise. 
its driving simulator shop No 1 employs about 150 persons. That is as of now. It 
began operating on a much smaller scale seven years ago, when the combine was asked 
to build the AT-73, a cumbersome mechanical driving simulator with a genuine 
"Zhiguli” transmission, a noisy kilowatt engine and a labor-intensive housing. 


The combine’s director S. Leonov then pondered: “Why not try to design our own, 
more convenient and technologically easier model?" A former lathe operator and 
an engineer with solid production experience, Leonov was aware as no one else of 
how distant the AT-73 was from the combine’s production possibilities. Besides, 
truth to say, driving school personnel showed no special interest in that simulator. 


Assembler N. Usenko commented to us about that period: “The director had-often 
visited us at the assembly sector and discussed a different model of the simulator. 
Well, in our sector the boys all are enthusiasts and many of them used to be 
model-kit assemblers, smart with their heads and hands. They followed up the 
director's idea and began to build mock-ups. The approach was as follows: the 
simulator should be accessible and of an elementary but well-conceived design that 
should resemble that of a real car. In one and one-half months the team redesigned 
the instructor's control panel ami all wiring and built mock-ups of the transmis- 
sion and brakes and removed the kilowatt engine. In a word, they practically 
designed a new simulator.” 


Electrician L. Kostin added: "We derived tremendous satisfaction from this job 
and we worked on it heedless of time, without clock-watching. Our model proved to 
be simpler and more reliable. Thus while the AT-73 could not work longer than 40 
minutes without overneating, our prototype operated for eight hours without stop- 
ping. We tested it on drivers of varying age and class, on anyone willing. In 
July 1975 we transported the simulator to Moscow to the interdepartmental commis- 
sion. I still remember the day when the models submitted by various enterprises 
were examined by the Chairman of the DOSAAF Central Committee USSR, Aleksandr 
Ivanovich Pokryshkin. He sat down behind the steering wheel and tested thoroughly 
the performance of our brain-child. Then we heard the words, "'This driving 
simulator will live’...." 


Now more than five years have passed since the Dnepropetrovsk Production Combine 
of DOSAAF started producing the AT-Ol. In the process, the design of this simula- 
tor was constantly refined. Each component, insofar as possible, was made more 
compact and more convenient to produce, repair, and adjust. Thus while the first 
models of the AT-Ol contained 19 relays, later models have only 1l. Many design 
superfluities could be deleted. The total number of the simulators produced by 
this combine has long ago exceeded 1,000. The enterprise already started to re- 
ceive complete simulator sets for their first overhaul (four driving simulators 
and the instructor's control panel). The speedometers of many of the simulators 
register 20,000 to 30,000 km each. These figures are quite impressive, and they 
illustrate the operational potential of the AT-Ol. 


However, this potential is most convincingly demonstrated by those who use these 
driving simulators. The Dnepropetrovsk Technical School of DOSAAF has been using 
the very first simulator set since the beginning--1975. 
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I visit the school and try out that set. 


The foreman for production training S. Kotlyar tells me:. “Over five years some © 
3,000 drivers in the B category were trained on this set. Each used a driving 
simulator for 8 hours. Assuming that the speedometer of a driver training vehicle 
records on the average 20 km per hour of use, the time spent on training with the 
aid of the AT-Ol has resulted in saving nearly two and one-half such vehicles. 

As a corollary, this led to savings of 48 tons of gasoline, 16 complete sets of 
tires, spare parts, etc.... Four instructors have been replaced with one, who 
suffices to make the trainees think and sometimes confronts them with special 
challenges. Not bad, is it?” 


Currently an adjustment of four training seats of two experimental models of 
driving simulators is under way at this technical school which is, as it were, 
the combine’s testing laboratory.... 


Let us, however, return to the combine’s production shops. Despite the acclaim 
won by AT-Ol--a model into which the Dnepropetrovsk workers put, so to speak, 
their heart and soul--it is no longer up-to-date and it cannot completely satisfy 
the needs of our training organizations. It will be replaced with an improved 

new prototype, the AT-1A driving simulator (also in the passenger-car version), 
which has passed de,artmental tests and was transmitted for production to the Kiev 
Experimental Pilot Production Plant of the DOSAAF. As for the Dnepropetrovsk 
combine, in the very near future it will organize the production of driving 
simulators in the truck version. 


Of course, launching this new production will require considerable effort of the 
combine's workers. Changes in the production process and the acquisition of new 
materials and equipment are inevitable. Here too the combine's personnel are 
entitled to expect assistance from the Ukrainian DOSAAF Central Committee and from 
the Administration of Production Enterprises, USSR DOSAAF Central Committee. 


Our training organizations are deeply interested in starting to produce the new 
driving simulator as rapidly as possible for the training of private passenger 
car owners, whose number is steadily increasing. Suffice it to mention that 
during the last year of the 10th Five-Year Plan more than a million cars were 
sold. The few available truck-version models of the simulatur also are greatly 
needed at DOSAAF schools and clubs. So far, however, these exist in prototype 
form and their series production will require a great deal of effort by the 
designers and workers of the enterprises producing training equipment. 


The combine's director S. Leonov assures us: "We on our part will do everything 
we can to provide the organizations of the DOSAAF with driving simulators in both 
car and truck versions.” 


COPYRIGHT: “Za rulem", 1981] 
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PERCEPTIONS, VIEWS, COMMENTS 


LIZICHEV ON IDEOLOGY AND THEORY OF DEFENSE 


Moscow SOVIET MILITARY REVIEW in English No ll, Nov 81 pp 7-10 


[Article by Col Gen A. Lizichev, deputy chief of the Main Political Directorate of 
the Soviet Army and Navy: “Sound Ideological and Theoretical Foundation") 


(Text } 


the 
ress, the current Eleventh Five-Year Plan for 1981- 


social and cultural development of the 
constitute an impressive step forward along that 
road. 

The Soviet Union and the other socialist count- 
ries spare no pains to the peace and 
security of peoples, to all-round assis- 
tance to the developing countries fighting for 
national independence and social progress. But 
the imperialist reactionaries and the neo-colonia- 
lists are doing their utmost to frustrate these ef- 
forts, their aim is to preserve the old system, to 


rialists, neo-colonialists and zionists, their resis- 
tance to the positive changes in the life of peop- 
les that compel the working people of the socia- 
list and newly-free states that have embarked on 
the road of progressive transformations to defend 
their revolutionary achievements. V. |. Lenin, foun- 
der of the Communist Party and the Soviet state, 
wrote that “no revolution is worth anything, un- 
less it can defend itself.” The historical experience 
of socialist construction has confirmed the validity 
of this thesis. Since October 1917 the Soviet peo- 
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and revolutionary action Marxism-Leninism helps 
formulate and solve any fundamental questions 
bearing on Party activity and the efforts of the 














people to ensure reliable defence of the country 
against imperialist it forms the basis 
on which the Party's policy in the field of defence 
is consistently implemented, and the military doc- 
trine of the Soviet state and Soviet military build- 
up is constantly developed. The propositions 
and conclusions of Marxist-Leninist theory are the 
basis for the development of military coopera- 
ticn between the socialist states, for the aid in the 
sphere of defence to developing countries when 
needed. Marxist-Leninist helps expose 
the slander and inventions of the ideological! ene- 
mies of socialism, their malignant lies about «4 
“Soviet military threat,” and their attempts to im- 
pute “international terrorism” to the national-|’- 
beration movements. 

The achievements of the Soviet people in de- 
veloping the economy and building up their de- 
fence capacity are due to the implementation o/ 
the conclusions of Marxist-Leninist theory. They 
vividly confirm that these conclusions are authen- 
tic and possess a revolutionising power. 

The decisior.s of the 26th CPSU Congress 
are of special importance to the USSR at the pre- 
sent time. Taking into account the complex and 
contradictory character of the current internatio- 
nal situation, the Congress naturally devoted spe- 
cial attention to questions of war and peace and 
problems of strengthening the defence capacity 
of the USSR and improving the Armed Forces. 

The policy of the CPSU for strengthening the 
defence might of the USSR and its Armed Forces 
constitutes an inalienable component of the Par- 
ty’s activity. Carried out with due regard for the 
international! situation, it is directed at preserving 
peace to secure the necessary external conditions 
for the Soviet people in solving creative tasks fa- 
cing them. This policy is coordinated wrih that of 
the fraternal! socialist states. 

The Soviet Union has never armed for the sake 
of arming, it has never instigated and never wil! 
instigate the arms race. The entire military effort 
of the Soviet people is aimed at safeguarding 
their country and their socialist allies against at- 
tack and preventing aggression, it stems from the 
fundamental principles of Marxism-Leninism, 
from the important proposition that peace and 
socialism are indivisible, from recognition of the 
possibility of peaceful coexistence of states with 
different social systems. 

All-round appraisal of the military-political si- 
tuation in the world, of the aims and content of 
the activities of aggressive and reactionary forces 
is a vital element in the Party's formulation and 
pursuit of its policy in the sphere of national de- 
fence. 
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Proceeding from the creative positions of Marx- 
ism-Leninism, the 26th CPSU Congress carefully 
analysed the serious changes that had taken place 
in the international situation and made themselves 
the beginning of the 1980s. The Co: jress 
that imperialism, above all US imper.aiism, 


ee Se a SO oe ie 
events are eager to place the blame at the door 
the P 


Cuba, Angola or Ethiopia, Afghanis- 
Ay J alestine i . 
fen cl ob ae ao >. 


circles of political insincerity and 
of striving to ignore the interests and desires of 
embarked on the road o! socia! and 


Latter-day imperialism is the main obstacle to 
social progress, the main and extremely dange- 


carry out active preparations for a world nuclear 
missile war, unleashing or preparing local con- 
flicts and wars. This is corroborated by unprece- 
dented militarisation of the capitalist world which 
is manifested by the expanding military budgets, 
the creation of dangerous military-political situa- 
tions here or there in the world. 


Since the Second World War the Western war- 
lords have repeatedly elaborated aggressive 
plans directed against the Soviet Union. Secret 
documents published in the USA reveal that US 
political and military leaders were already work- 
ing out a “first strike” — a plan for a surprise nuc- 
lear attack on the USSR — way back in late 1945. 
At the time they planned to drop atomic bombs 
on 20 Soviet cities and towns. Then another pian 
of a war against the Soviet Union to be unleashed 
before April 1, 1949 was approved. According to 
this plan the US forces were to deliver surprise 
nuclear attacks on Soviet cities and towns. On in- 
structions of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and US Na- 
tional Security Council the Pentagon continued to 
work on plans of war against the USSR in subse- 
quent years too. The last version of the plan was 
revealed which had been given the code name 
Dropshot. The attack was to be carried out on Ja- 








nuary 1, 1957 and it provided for the destruction 
of 85 per cent of the USSR’s industries and the 
subsequent occupation of the Soviet Union and 
the other socialist countries of Europe. Such plan- 


ning was understandably not abandoned after the 
1950s. 

The information released by the Brookings Ins- 
titute of the USA shows that \JS imperialism cons- 
titutes a permanent threat of war to the peoples. 
According to this source, the USA used its armed 
forces to support its foreign policy and military- 
strategic goals against the peoples of dozens of 
countries 215 times from ear'y 1946 to the end of 
975. ' 

Official sources admit that the USA now has ap- 
proximately 2,500 various military installations in 
more than 30 countries all over the world. 

Taking into account imperialism’s strivings to 
aggravate the international situation and the un- 
precedented arms race it has unleashed, the 
CPSU and the Soviet Government, the 26th CPSU 
Congress pointed out, always bear in mind the 
questions of the USSR’s defence capacity and 
building up of its Armed Forces. Guided by the 
propositions of Marxist-Leninist theory the Party 
constantly strengthens the country’s defence po- 
tential and consolidates the socio-political and 
ideological factors in this sphere. Soviet defence 
industries are being modernised and considerable 
attention is being paid to civil defence. The Party 
displays special solicitude for the Armed Forces. 
This policy has been persistently pursued over 64 
years to ensure the defence of the revolutionary 
achievements of the Great October Socialist Re- 
volution. 

On the basis of Lenin's ideas the CPSU has 
workea out vital programme propositions in the 
field of utrengthening the Armed Forces under 
advance / socialisrn. They include maintenance of 
the country’s defence capacity and the combat 
readiness of the Armed Forces at a sufficient level 
to ensure the utter defeat of any aggressor; care 
that the army and navy are supplied with all the 
latest means for the defence of the Socialist Ho- 
meland; omission of no efforts to ensure that the 
Armed Forces of the USSR are an efficient well- 
balanced organism distinguished by excellent or- 
ganisation, discipline and tsamwork, an organism 
capable of executing any mission; training of 
command, political, engineering and technical 
personnel for the army and navy, who are bound- 
lessly devoted to the cause of communism, equip- 
ped with Marxist-Leninist theory, profound pro- 
fessional knowledge, high culture and a modern 
style of work; education of all servicemen in the 
spirit of loyalty to their people and to the cause 
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of communism, prepared to devote ail their po- 
es gaa to the defence of the Socialist Home- 
a 

The CPSU spares no efforts to strengthen and 
improve all the fighting services of the Soviet 
Armed Forces, all the fighting arms of the army 
and navy. 


The Strategic Rocket Forces have tremendous 
combat capabilities. They are equipped with in- 
tercontinental ballistic missiles of unlimited range 
and high accuracy. The Land Forces are constant- 
ly increasing their fire power, and striking capa- 
city, the manoeuvrability and mobility of units 
and formations. The Air Defence Forces are being 
constantly improved. A distinguishing feature of 
this service is the outstanding istics of 
its weapons and other combat equipment, exten- 
sive automation of control processes. The Air 
Force is equipped with all-weather missile carri- 
ers. In the last few years their speed and combat 
ceiling have been increased. The Navy has been 
turned into a formidable force which is constantly 
being improved. Its main force consists of nuclear- 
powered missile submarines. The Navy also has 
missile-carrying, antisubmarine, landing and other 
surface ships, coastal missile and artillery forces 
and marines. 

The Party attaches serious importance to work 
with military personnel. The Soviet Armed Forces 
have an excellent officer c More than 90 
per cent of the officers are Communists or 
members of the Young Communisi League. Six 
out of ten officers have higher education. 


In characterising the principal indicators of the 
Soviet Armed Forces the 26th CPSU Congress 
pointed out: 


“The combat potential of the Soviet Armed For- 
ces is a durable alloy of high technology, mili- 
tary skill, and indomitable morale.” 


In recent years under the guidance of the CPSU 
the main lines in Soviet military science have 
been further developed, many fundamental pro- 
blems of military science, and the equipment of 
the army and navy with the latest weaponry and 
other combat equipment have been solved. Com- 
menting on this Marshal of the Soviet Unicn D. F. 
Ustinov, Member of the CPSU Central Committee 
— Minister of Defence of the USSR, 
said: 

“Thanks to the untiring efforts of the Communist 
Party the Soviet Army and Navy now have ade- 
quate fighting capacity. They are fully supplied 
with all that is necessary for life, combat training 
and the execution of missions assigned to them.” 





The Soviet Army and Navy derive their :‘rength 
from the guidance of such a wise and tested mi- 
litary 'eader as the Party. The CPSU is the main 
source of their might and victories and the relia- 
ble guarantor of conditions that will enable them 
to live up to their constitutional duty. 


The sionificance of the Party’s organising acti- 
vity as imspirer of victory is that it appeals to the 
mind and heart of the Soviet serviceman. To make 
the country’s defences impregnable the Party 
moulds and sets in motion the mighty spiritual, 
professional, and intellectual potential of the per- 
sonnel. The Party does its utmost to ensure all- 
round harmonious development of the service- 
man’s personality, whether of private or marshal. 
The CPSU proceeds from Lenin's thesis that, re- 
gardiess of the level of the army's technical 
equipment, the man behind the weapon, the man 
who has mastered the weapon to perfection re- 
mains the main and decisive factor in war. Speak- 
ing in this connection L. |. Brezhnev said: 


“Party-political work with the personnel, their 
ideological steeling have always been and conti- 
nue to be a potent weapon of our army. The might 
of this weapon has been tested in the fire of bat- 
te. It still inspires our enemies with fear.” 


These words are @ guide to all our commanders 
and political workers for organising ideological 
education in the army and navy. 


Today the sons and grandsons of the heroes 
who fought in the Great Patriotic War are serving 
in the army. Although they have not been through 
the ordeal of war, they uphold with dignity the 
heroic traditions of the army and people. 

The fruits of the CPSU’s diverse organisational 
work and political education and of its policy in 
the sphere of military development are embodied 
in the life and service of Soviet servicemen. 

The Party pays special attention to moulding 
the scientific Marxist-Leninist world outlook in 
servicemen, to developing in them ideological 
convictions, lofty ethical and combat qualities 
and morale. Ideological education designed to 
secure these goals in the Armed Forces is distin- 
guished for its flexibility, wide variety of means, 
forms and methods. It comprises above all a tho- 
roughly tested effective system of ideological and 
political steeling which includes Marxist-Leninist 
education for officers, political classes for prapor- 
shchiks and mitchmans, political instruction for 
soldiers, seamen, sergeants and starshinas and va- 
rious forms of Party-political and mass propagan- 
da work. Army and naval Officers’ Houses, clubs 
and libraries function regularly. 





The mass media, the army and navy press — 
newspapers and magazines, are widely used in 
ideological education of personnel. Lectures are 
another widely practised form of work. Not a sin- 
gle area of combat training or combat alert duty 
is left without ideological influence. ideological 
education helps strengthen discipline, organise 
the life and leisure of the men. 

The primary Party organisations play a tremen- 
dous role in the education of personnel, 
they are a mainstay of the commanders in the 
exercise of one-man command. The Party organi- 
sations in the Armed Forces are the political nuc- 
lei of military collectives, centres of everyday 
ideological education. They help raise the politi- 
cal level of consciousness and build up the mo- 
rale of army and navy personnel. They expiain 
to the men the home and foreign policy of the 
CPSU and ensure their support for it. 


At present commanders, political bodies, Party 
and YCL organisations are active to reorganise 
ideological work in the context of the decisions 
of the 26th CPSU Congress and the resolution of 
the CPSU Central Committee “On Further impro- 
vement of Ideological and Political Education 
Work.” As a result, all ideological and educatio- 
nal work in the army and navy has become more 
purposeful and deeper in content, diversified in 
form, and militant in character. It is carried out 
most vividly, arousing lively interest in the per- 
sonnel, with due account of combat training tasks 
and Soviet servicemen’s growing demands. 


Creatively applying the conclusions of Marxist- 
Leninist theory to military development in present 
day conditions the Communisi Party and the So- 
viet state have achieved a high level of combat 
readiness of the Soviet Armed Forces. In political 
terms this means boundless devotion of the army 
and navy personnel to the cause of the Party and 
the Soviet le. In military terms it means a 
high degree of proficiency of the army and navy 
for decisive action to foil the militaristic intentions 
of the imperialists, to secure a crushing defeat of 
any aggressor. In terms of moral and psycholo- 
gical preparedness a high degree of combat rea- 
diness means ability of officers and men to mobi- 
lise themselves to perform feats of courage and 
valour, to exhibit staunchness and hercism and to 
live up to their military duty in critical situations. 
Marxism-Leninism provides a sound ideological- 
theoretical basis for the solution of the most vital 
questions of training and education of Soviet ser- 
vicemen. 


Just like the servicemen of the fraternal socialist 
armies, the officers and men of the Soviet Army 
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of 
socialism. dutifully live up to the behests of 
V. |. Lenin who said: 


“It is your great privilege to uphold sacred 
ideas arms in hand, and to make internation 


brotherhood a reality.” 


| 


of the Soviet people, in the spirit of Lenin’s ideas, 
the servicemen of the USSR Armed Forces hold 
aloft the glorious combat banner, reliably safe- 
guarding the peaceful constructive labour of the 

, the achievements of socialism, and the 
cause of peace throughout the world. 
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